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A Mid-Western Fundamentals Convention . a 


Thou Hast Ph Before Me 
an Open Door 


By Martha Snell ‘Nicholson 


HOU hast set before me an open door, 
But how can I enter in? 
My feet. are soiled from the paths of life, 
And my hands are stained with sin. 
Thou hast set before me an open door, | 
Thou hast washed me white as snow 
In the precious blood of the Lamb that was 


slain, — 
My Lord, who loved me so! 
Thou hast set before me an open door, 
The door of my soul’s long home, 
And a lamp to guide my stumbling feet. 
O Light of the world, I come! 


‘€ 
God's Judgment 
in the Dust Storms 


No one could have forecast or imagined 
the devastating judgment of the dust 
storms, Christian people have long been 
convinced that God’s judgment would have 
to be visited upon America—but they 
could not foresee the clouds of earth rush- 
ing through the air. Our latest two Presi- 
dents steadfastly refused to call the nation 
to prayer, although every effort was made 
to get them to do so. Under the present 
administration strange and reckless things 
have been done. Farming lands have been 
ploughed under, crops destroyed, live stock 
killed. The nation has been plunged deeper 
and deeper into debt, all pretense of living 
within its income abandoned. And _ this 


so-called Christian nation finally, against 
the urgent protests of multitudes of Chris- 
tians and the saner elements in its citizen- 
ship, insisted upon giving official recogni- 
tion to the only officially atheist government 
on earth, Russia. Should we be surprised 
that God has spoken? A recent dispatch 
from Kansas City to the Philadelphia Jn- 
quirer says: “Dust-harassed residents from 
Illinois to Wyoming and from Tennessee 
to New Mexico gritted their teeth — both 
literally and figuratively —today as the 
plague of blowing soil from the plains coun- 
try laid a pall over more than half of the 
United States. With breathing made dif- 
ficult, masks of every sort were pressed 
into use. Business and social life was at 
a standstill in some parts of the stricken 
area. Schools were closed. Traffic was 
halted, Even funerals were postponed. ... 
The exodus of farmers beaten by the 
drought and dust continued today. The 
old cattle country whose conversion to 
farmland is blamed for the silt storms was 
dotted with discouraged families making 
their way eastward after abandoning their 
homes. . . . Kansas farm families, living 
on the leeward side of blowing fields, re- 
ported dust literally piling up inside their 


homes. Even the birds were grounded by’ 


dust in Texas. ... All stock was suffering. 

. The last of Oklahoma’s best wheat 
has been virtually destroyed by the dust 
storms of the last forty-eight hours. 
Farmers in many other stricken areas ad- 
mitted that their wheat crop had been de- 
stroyed. .'. . Dust pneumonia is increasing 
rapidly among children.” Shall not Amer- 


ica hear the words God spoke to his chosen 
people Israel? “And it: shall be, if thou 
do at all forget the Lord thy God, and 
walk after other gods, and serve them, 
and worship them, I testify against you this 
day that ye shall surely perish .. . because 
ye would not be obedient unto the voice 
of the Lord your God” (Deut. 8: 109, 20).: 
But if the nation will turn to God in re- 
pentance, confession, and prayer, God will 
hear and answer. 
a 


“Hath” Better Than “Can” 


Longing for a future blessing may 
blind us. to the fact of present blessing. 
Desire for something we do not possess 
may hinder our thanksgiving for what we 
do possess. A writer in the Keswick Cal- 
endar says truly: “We shall impress the 
world by telling what the Lord hath done, 
when we may entirely fail by declaring 
what the Lord can do; the world will pay 
more attention to us when we are praising 
God for a small mercy, than when wé are 
praying to him for a great one.” So; sit - 
important to keep in our hearts the f 
of thanksgiving : # 


Count your blessings, name them one bit-< one; 
ase zone blessings, see what God hath 
ne 
Count your blessings, name theni one by one; 
a it will surprise you what the Lord hath 
one. 


We shall be enabled to look forward with 
firmer faith to what the Lord will do if we 
remember what the Lord has done, 


The True Church 


WANT you to belong to the one true 
Church: to the Church outside of which 
there is no salvation. I do not ask 
where you go on a Sunday; I only ask, 
“Do you belong to the one true Church?” 
Where is this one true Church? What 
is this one true Church like? What are 
the marks by which this one true Church 
may be known? ‘You may well ask such 
questions. Give me your attention, and I 
will provide you with some answers. 
The one true Church is composed of 
all believers in the Lord Jesus. It is 
made up of all God’s elect —of all con- 
verted men and women —of all true Chris- 
tians. In whomsoever we can discern the 
election of God the Father, the sprinkling 
of the blood of God the Son, the sanctify- 
ing work of God the Spirit, in that person 
we see a member of Christ’s true Church. 
It is a Church of which all the mem- 
bers have the same marks, They are all 





born again of the Spirit; they all possess 
“repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” and holiness of 
life and conversation. They all hate sin, 
and they all love Christ. They worship 
differently, and after various fashions; 
some worship with a form of prayer, and 
some with none; some worship kneeling, 
and some standing; but they all worship 
with one heart. They are all led by one 
Spirit; they all build upon one foundation; 
they all draw their religion from one single 
book —that is the Bible. They are all 
joined to one great center — chat is Jesus 
Christ. They all even now can say with 
one heart, “Hallelujah”; and they can all 
respond with one heart and voice, Amen 
and Amen. 

It is a Church which is dependent upon 
no ministers upon earth, however much 
it values those who preach the Gospel to 
its members. The life of its members 








290 * 


does not hang upon church membership, 
or baptism, or the. Lord’s. Supper —al- 
though they highly value these things, when 
they are to be had. But it has only one 
Great Head—one Shepherd, one chief 
Bishop —and that is Jesus Christ. He 
alone, by his Spirit, admits the members 
of this Church, though ministers may show 
the door. Till he opens the door no man 
on earth can open it — neither bishops, nor 
presbyters, nor convocations, nor synods. 
Once let a man repent and believe the 
Gospel, and that moment he becomes a 
member of this Church. Like the peni- 
tent thief, he may have no opportunity 
of being baptized; but he has that which 
is far better than any water-baptism — 
the baptism of the Spirit. He may not 
be able to receive the bread and wine 
in the Lord’s Supper; but he eats Christ’s 
body and drinks Christ’s blood by faith 
every day he lives, and no minister on 
earth can prevent him. He may be ex- 
communicated by ordained men, and cut off 
from the outward ordinances of the pro- 
fessing Church; but all the ordained men 
in the world cannot shut him out of the 
true Church, 

It is a Church whose existence does 
not depend on forms, ceremonies, cathe- 
drals, churches, chapels, . pulpits, fonts, 
vestments, organs, endowments, money, 
kings, governments, magistrates, or any 
act of favor whatsoever from the hand 
of man, It has often lived on and con- 
tinued when all these things have been 
taken from it. It has often been driven 
into the wilderness, or into dens and caves 
_ of the earth, by those who ought to have 
‘been its friends. Its existence depends on 
nothing but the presence of Christ and his 
. Spirit; and they being ever with it, the 
Church cannot die. 


This is the Church to which the Scrip- . 


tural titles of present honor and. privilege, 
and the promises of future glory espe- 
cially belong; this is the Body of Christ; 
this is the flock of Christ;. this is the 
household of faith. and the family of God; 
this is God’s building, God’s foundation, 
and the temple of the Holy Ghost. This 
is the Church of the firstborn, whose names 
are written in Heaven; this is the royal 
priesthood, the chosen generation, the 
peculiar people, the purchased possession, 
the habitation of God, the light of the 
world, the salt and the wheat of the earth; 
this is the “Holy Catholic Church” of the 
Apostles’ Creed; this is the “One Catholic 
and Apostolic Church” of the Nicene 
Creed; this is that Church to which the 
Lord Jesus promises “the gates of hell 
shali not prevail against it,” and to which 
he says, “I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world” (Matt. 16:18; 
28: 20). 

This is the only Church which possesses 
true unity. Its members are entirely agreed 
on all the weightier matters of religion, 
for they are all taught by one Spirit. 
About God, and Christ, and the Spirit, 
and sin, and their own hearts, and faith, 
and repentance, and necessity of holiness, 
and the value of the Bible, and the impor- 
tance of prayer, and the resurrection, and 





This editorial is from the pen of the well- 
known British writer of the last century, J. C. 
Ryle, Bishop of Liverpool. It is a valuable side 
light’ on the Sunday school lesson in this issue, 
and it may be had in leaflet form from Loizeaux 
Brothers, 19 W. Twenty-first St., New York 
City, at 2 cents a copy. 
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judgment to come — about all these points 
they are of one mind. Take three or 
four of them, strangers to one another, 
from the remotest corners of the earth; 
examine them separately on: these points: 
you will find them all of one judgment. . 

This is the only Church which possesses 
true sanctity. Its members are all holy. 
They are not merely holy by profession, 
holy in name, and holy in the judgment of 
charity; they are all holy in act, and deed, 
and reality, and life, and truth. They are 
all more or less conformed to the image 
of Jesus Christ. No unholy man belongs 
to this Church, 

This is the only Church which is truly 
catholic. It is not the Church of any one 
nation or people: its members are to be 
found in every part of the world where 
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the Gospel is received and believed. It 
is not confined within the limits of any 
One country, or pent up ‘within the pale 
of any particular forms or outward gov- 
ernment. In it there is no difference be- 
tween Jew and Greek, black man and 
white, Episcopalian and Presbyterian — 
but faith in Christ is all. Its members 
will be gathered from north, and south, 
and east, and west, and will be of every 
mame and tongue—but all one in Jesus 
Christ. 

This is the only Church which is truly 
apostolic, It is built on the foundation 
laid by the apostles, and holds the doc- 
trines which they preached. The two 
grand objects at which its members aim, 
are apostolic faith and apostolic prac- 

(Continued on page 295) 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








How Many Went with Peter 
to Cornelius? 


In your Sunday school notes for March 
10, under Question One you say there were 
nine who went to Czsarea with Peter, three 
of Cornelius, and six brethren. Another 
iesson help states six, three sent by Cor- 
nelius, and three that Peter selected. 


Wade C. Smith in his Little Jetts also 
shows nine, 


Thank you for your answer.—A Phila- 
delphia layman. 

The question in Toe SuNnpAy ScHoor 
Times read: “How many persons accom- 
panied Peter to the home of Cornelius?” 
The lesson was from Acts 10:1 to II: 
18, telling how the Roman centurion Cor- 
nelius, acting upon God’s guidance, sent 
from Czsarea to Joppa for Simon Peter to 
learn how he might be saved. 

The TIrMEs answer to the question read: 
“At least nine, the three messengers of 
Cornelius and ‘six brethren’ (Acts 10:23, 
45; 11: 12).” 

There can be no question about this num- 
ber nine, for it is plainly set forth in the 
lesson chapters. The writer of the other 
lesson help, who gave six as the number, 
evidently overlooked Acts 11:12. Here are 
the statements of fact: 

Cornelius sent three men to Peter, for 
“he called two of his household servants, 
and a devout soldier of them that waited 
on him continually” (10:7). 

While Peter was on the housetop, hav- 
ing had the vision and word from God, 
the men from Cornelius arrived, and “the 
Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men 
seek thee” (10: 19). 

When Peter went with these three men 
back to Czsarea, “certain brethren from 
Joppa accompanied him (10:23). We are 
not told how many in this verse. 

But they were Jewish believers, for, when 
Peter preached the Word to Cornelius and 
his hcusehold, and “the Holy Ghost fell 
on all them which heard the word,” we 
read that “they of the circumcision which 
believed were astonished, as many as came 


with Peter” (10: 44, 45). 


Later, in Jerusalem, Peter gives his tes- 
timony to the brethren,..and says: “And 
the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing 
doubting. Moreover these six brethren 


accompanied me, and we entered into the 
man’s house” (11: 12). 

Peter’s six and Cornelius’ three make 
nine. With Peter, it was a party of ten, 
the number in the Scriptures that stands 
for completeness, 


The Goforths’ Return 


After forty-seven years of fruitful 
service in China and Manchuria, Dr. and 
Mrs, Jonathan Goforth have returned to 
Canada. While they had been prayerfully 
seeking God’s will as to this for some 
time past, the great need on the field in 
which they have been laboring for the past 
eighteen years, at Szepingkai, Manchuria, 
held them there; but the decision was 
made plain by a break in Mrs. Goforth’s 


health, and the doctors of the Union Mis- 


sion Hospital at Mukden counselled their 
return, Dr. Goforth’s eyesight failed 
two years ago, but a little thing like that 
could not quench his missionary passion 
nor stop his work! As Mrs. Goforth wrote 
to friends at home:. “Dr. Goforth has to 
be ears for me, while I am eyes for him.” 
In a personal letter to Mr.,and Mrs. Trum- 
bull, written early this year from Man- 
churia, Mrs. Goforth said: .“It is not easy 
to draw up life’s roots that have been 
growing deeper in the. soil these forty- 
seven years. But God is with us, and gives 
the calm and rest and assurance of the 
‘better country’ to which we must now real- 
ize that Canada is but a step.” Since 
reaching Vancouver a few weeks ago they 
have both been busy addressing meetings, 
largely attended and accompanied by great 
blessing. In an early issue of the Times 
an article will be published, setting forth 
some of the inspiring facts and achieve- 
ments, under God, of the ministry of the 
Goforths in Manchuria, as representatives 
of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission. 
Their address is 47 St. James’ Avenue, 
Toronto, Canada. Multitudes of Chris- 
tian friends and intercessors will welcome 
the news of their return and their ministry 
in home lands, and will unite in prayer 
for God’s blessing upon, and continuing use 
of, these faithful. and valued ambassadors 
of the cross. 
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How a faithful witness and the 
| Ten Commandments led a man to Christ 


Convicted by a Schscteiwsieds and “The Schoolmaster’ 
By William A. Corey 











the age of thirty, Bill Graves had 

been in a place of divine worship 
but twice in his life. Up to shortly prior 
to that time he had never read a Bible. 


B tte ae his conversion in 1922 at 


William G. Graves was born in Lake © 


County, Cal., so called ‘because of its many 
beautiful lakes. It was a farming and 


stock-raising country, with a population . 


largely given to drinking, dancing, gam- 
bling, and fig¢*:ting. He grew to manhood 
in that environment, 

Missionaries and preachers rarely came 
to his district in Lake County, But God 
is resourceful, He used people who were 
neither missionaries nor preachers to speak 
to Bill Graves, 

First there was a young woman school 
teacher. She was only seventeen years 
old when she came to teach the Graves 
country school, She was saved, so far as 
Bill’s knowledge goes. She was a good 
girl, and had some vague ideas which she 
gave her pupils, She told them there was 
a God who knew all things; who rewarded 
folks when they did right, and punished 
them when they did wrong; that there was 
a place called Heaven, and another place 
called hell, and that to one or the other 
of those places everybody went when they 
died. 

Little Bill’s “Fundamentals” 

This was sound theology as far as it 
went. It probably contained more real 
truth than many a present-day theological 
seminary, with “chairs,” endowments, and 
lofty-browed professors, imparts. 

Bill was “little Bill” then, only seven. 


But he listened to these bed-rock truths 


with a child’s openness to impressions, with 
a child’s unquestioning faith, and stored 
them away in a child’s uncluttered mind. 
His spiritual education was very much 
neglected. But he made good use of what 
came his way. Bill never forgot about 
God, Heaven, and hell. 

The next person, a professed Christian, 
but one whose life denied her lips, whom 
the Spirit used to speak to him, appeared 
years later. She was very different from 
the little seventeen-year-old school teacher. 
She gave Bill Graves a Bible. She ad- 
vised him earnestly to read it. Bill did. 
It was the first Bible he had ever read. 

That Bible began where the lesson of 
the little school teacher, years before, had 
left off, and gave a tremendous impetus 
to the young man’s spiritual growth. 

This Bible fascinated him. He was go- 
ing to Alaska to work on a railroad. He 
read kis Bible on the boat. . The Old Tes- 
tament especially appealed to him. The 
“Thou shalts” and “Thou shalt nots” of 
the Decalogue were the very oracles of 
God to his soul. They convicted him of 
sin. He had broken the Commandments 
all his life. He was lost! He was not 
on his way to Alaska, he was on his way 
to the hell the little school teacher had 
told him about. He knew it. There it 


When Faithful met Moses in Bunyan’s 
“Pilgrim’s Progress,” Moses knocked 
him down again and again. That is 
what the Law does to any man with 
an awakened conscience. But, thanks 
be to God, the Book of the Law is 
also the Book of the Saviour. While 
the Law condemns, God commends 
“his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
“The law was our schoolmaster to 
bring us unto Christ.” In this article 
Mr. Corey tells the absorbing story 
of a man who was whipped into sub- 
mission by this same Schoolmaster, 
and who is today leading others to 
the Saviour. 








was in the Book, as plain as the sea around 
him and the mountains along the coast. 
What was to be done about it? Quit 
violating the Commandments? Easier said 
than done. And how about the past? 

He didn’t stay long in Alaska. But he 
read his Bible all the time he was there, 
He read it on the boat coming back. Con- 
viction grew. He became more and more 
miserable. Heaven was a long way off; 
hell yawned at his very feet. 

He went to San Francisco where he 
roomed with his brother Arthur. Convic- 
tion of sin and his danger of hell were 
driving him mad. He walked the streets 
in agony of soul. _He learned something 
about baptism. He made up his mind to 
get baptized. Baptism would wash away 
his sins and prepare him for Heaven, 

And here comes in another individual 
God used to guide a storm-tossed bark to 
the home port. This time it was a man. 
Graves visited a Christian mission to ask 
to be baptized. He made inquiry of the 
first man he met. “How can I get bap- 
tized?” 

“Baptized?” the man smiled, “You're 
getting the cart before the horse, young 
fellow,” he told Graves. “Baptism comes 
after salvation, not before. What you need 
is salvation.” 

“Salvation? Salvation? How can I 
get salvation?” 

The man, a dear child of God, told Bill 
the way of salvation, but Bill was not yet 
through trying to save himself. He did 
not yet see the light, and the truth that 
salvation is the gift of God. 


Bill’s Heaviest Burden 


Bill Graves began to haunt Gospel mis- 
sions and to listen in at street meetings. 
There was the Salvation Army. But the 
blue uniforms gave him pause. “I never 
could wear a wniform,” he told himself. 
So he looked elsewhere. To get saved 
and get rid of his awful burden of sin was 
his sole business. 

Finally, at a mission on Howard Street 
in San Francisco one afternoon he held up 
his hand, with others, asking for prayer. 
He was going to make one desperate effort 
to get saved. 


He went forward and knelt at the altar. 
A saintly old man (now with the Lord) 
knelt and put his arm around the seeker. 

“I’m a sinner,” Bill groaned. 

“Thank God!” said the old saint. 

“But I’m an awful sinner,” Bill told 
him. “You don’t kffow me. I’ve —” 

“Praise God!” said the old man. Then 
the experienced soldier of the Lord opened 
his Bible at Psalm 103 and put his finger 
on verse 12. “Listen,” he said, beginning 
to read: “‘As far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath he removed our trans- 
gressions from us’!” 

“But I’ve transgressed something ter- 
rible.” 

“It says, ‘Our transgressions,’ ” 

“But I’ve broken the Commandments.” 

“It says, ‘Our transgressions.’ ” : 

“T’ve gone the limit; I’ve gambled, I’ve 

” 

“It says, ‘Our transgressions. 

Bill saw the truth and the light broke 
in, The Holy Spirit had nailed that verse 
of Scripture to his heart. Saving faith 
reached his soul. He rose to his feet a 
child of God. He knew he was born again. 
The Holy Spirit had done his work. 

Like all genuinely saved men he wanted 
to get to the top of the highest building 
in San Francisco and shout the glorious 
news to ali mankind. He did burst in on 
his brother Arthur with, “Art, I’m saved.” 
Bill’s First Trophy 

Art thought Bill had gone off in his 
mind. “I'll leave him alone a few days 
till he gets over it,” Art thought. 

Then Art “got it” — conviction. Art suf- 
fered worse than Bill had, if that were 
possible. “Art’s face,” Bill says, “would 
sometimes flush up and he would put his 
head down between his knees. ‘ Again he 
would turn pale. Once he seemed actually 
to have fainted. But at last Art got 
saved, too, and is now preaching the Gos- 
pel, as Bill is. 

After Bill’s conversion came the question 
of service. “I can’t preach,” he ‘thought, 
“no education, not eloquent.” 

He sold his land and stock in Lake 
County and decided to learn shoe-repairing 
and open a shop. “I'll witness to the 
customers as they come in,” was Bill's 
plan. 

But it was not the Lord’s plan, and so 
he was led in ways he knew not. He took 
a course in the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles, graduating in 1927; married a for- 
mer graduate (class of 1923), and, with his 
devoted. wife, accepted service with the 
American Sunday School Union. 

The first Sunday school Mr. and Mrs. 
Graves organized was in Little San. Fran- 
cisquito Canyon, a half mile below the St. 
Francis Dam, built and maintained by the 
city of Los Angeles, 

This was November 29, 1927. The Sun- 
day school prospered, souls were saved and 
built up in the Lord. 

But, in God’s mysterious providence, 


sg died 


terrible disaster came. During a night in 
the following March (1928), the great con- 
crete dam, 200 feet high and 1,200 feet 
wide, holding back several square miles of 
impounded water, suddenly gave way, and 
the little community, Sunday school and 
all, was swept into eternity. Hardly a 
life in the path of the flood was saved. 
Not a stick or blade of grass was left 
standing in the Canyon. Five hundred 
lives in the Canyon and in the towns be- 
low were lost. 

The day following the disaster Graves 
and his wife were helping to identify bodies 
in the little city of Newhall, some miles 
below the dam site. They found the bodies 
of two men who, a few weeks before, had 
sat in one of the meetings and ridiculed 
the Word in the schoolhouse where the 
Sunday school had been held. “He, that 
being often reproved hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that with- 
out remedy” (Prov. 29:1). 

They found some of their own members, 
among them little Joy Hughes, five years 
old; her little face disfigured, her long, 
thick golden hair matted with canyon mud, 
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Joy’s father was lying in the same morgue. 
Five miles farther down the track of the 
flood were found the bodies of Joy’s mother 
and sister Barbara, seven years old. All had 
been members of the Sunday school that 
pleased God while it lasted. 

After Bill Graves was converted his 
heart was burdened for the souls of those 
who were living in the backwoods terri- 
tories, — which are many,—such as he 
had lived in, where he had never known 
a missionary to come. God has now given 
him the privilege he had longed for of 
carrying the Gospel both to the highways 
and the byways. He is a great believer in 
prayer and seeks to get as many of God’s 
people as he possibly can to take him and 
his work on their hearts in prayer. 

He and his wife travel by auto, live in 
a trailer, and preach the Gospel in the 
isolated communities. In summer they hold 
boys’ Bible conferences in the mountain 
resorts of Southern California. They have 
held four of these conferences, with a total 
attendance of 500 boys and with God’s evi- 
dent blessing on both boys and workers. 

Los ANGELES. 
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“The Seventy’ 











a Band of Pastor's Helpers 


A plan that has increased a church's membership 
and brought spiritual blessings to the workers 


By Alice B. Longaker 








. workers organized to help the pas- 

. tor, who oftentimes finds it impos- 
sible: to keep up with a rapidly-growing 
membership. When the church roll ex- 
ceeds: the one thousand mark, it is im- 
possible for one man to keep in touch 
everi with the old and faithful mem- 
bers, much less to shepherd the new ones 
who are constantly being added to the 
church. 

The First Brethren Church of Long 
Beach, Cal., of which Dr, Louis S. Bau- 
man is the pastor, has had such an organ- 
ization since 1927, and this band of 
faithful, consecrated workers is largely 
responsible for the rapid growth of this 
particular church. Were each accession 
followed back to its source, it would usually 
be found to be the result of the patient, 
gracious, tactful work of some one of 
“The Seventy.” Other churches have in- 
quired about this organization, and it is 
with the desire to answer such inquiries 


it HE Seventy” is a band of personal 


workers. The organization is kept in the 
background, going about its work quietly, 
without ostentation or publicity. The 
admonition is, “Don’t let folks think you 
are making a business of calling; but let 
those called on feel that you have a per- 
sonal interest in them.” 

Each team of “The Seventy” is given 
a number, and each member is pledged 
to give at least two hours a week to visi- 
tation or personal work. The calls are 
for the purpose of doing definite work for 
the Master —among church members who 
need Christian fellowship, or who have 
grown cold, or are neglectful of the church 
services; visiting strangers who may be 
attending the church (in. this connection, 
it is well to have a register in the church 
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vestibule, to secure a record of the names 
and addresses of visitors); soliciting chil- 


. dren for the Cradle Roll or. other depart- 


ments of the Sunday school; visiting the 
sick and the bereaved; keeping in touch 
with new members; soul-winning, and the 
like. It has been found practical to make 
use of some well-chosen tracts. 

“The Seventy” meet together once a 
month, assembling at the church at 6 
P. M. Supper is prepared and served 
by a band of women who are designated 
as “The Marthas.” Care should be exer- 
cised in selecting the head of “The Mar- 
thas,” for upon her falls the responsibility 
of planning the meal, doing the market- 
ing, and keeping down the expense. She 
should be a woman endowed with the char- 
acteristics of a diplomat, a good manager, 
and a first-class cook! The service of 
“The Marthas” is, of course, voluntary and 
without charge. The church pays for the 
actual expense of the meal, which is very 
small compared with the amount of work 
accomplished by the personal workers. 
This church, which has found “The Sev- 
enty” such an indispensable organization, 
has also found that there is a spirit of 
fellowship around a supper table that can- 
not be otherwise produced. Also, the 
supper gathers the band together at a 
definite time, and by 7 P. M. at the very 
latest they are ready to proceed with the 
business of the evening. 

There are only two officers in the or- 
ganization—a chairman (the pastor of 
the church), and a secretary. The secre- 
tary not only keeps a record of the minutes 
of each meeting, but also keeps an accurate 
roll of the teams, by number. As soon as 
supper is concluded, the chairman calls 
the meeting to order and asks for a read- 
ing of the minutes of the previous meet- 
ing, following which, the secretary calls 
the roll of teams. As each team is called 
by number, one member of the team gives 
a report of the number of calls made dur- 
ing the month, letters or cards sent out, 
children secured for the Sunday school, 
or any other definite work accomplished. 
Record of this is kept by the secretary op- 
posite each team number on the roll.. Dur- 
in the year 1933, our secretary’s. record 
shows: 4,604 calls made; 1,128 letters and 
cards mailed; 81 members secured for Sun- 
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Reasons for Being on Our Responsibility List 
picatece Member of Sunday school. .+seeee+.-Member Elsewhere. 
Saunas Child in Sunday School. ......Attends Church Service. 
can ak Baby: on Cradle Roll. .....-Husband, Wife, or Children Members. 
paces Survey......Prefer Our Church...........Attends Young People’s Society. 


that this article is being published. 

“The Seventy” does not necessarily have 
to be composed actually of seventy indi- 
viduals, That name was chosen as being 
the most Scripturally descriptive, as these 
workers go visiting in teams of two—two 
men, husband and wife, or two women. It 
has been found most workable so to ar- 
range that one of the team shall have a 
car, that more ground may be covered in 
shorter time and with less fatigue. Some 
of the workers are Sunday school teachers ; 
some are deacons and deaconesses; othe-s 
are church members not holding any of- 
fice; but the one requisite is consecration. 
It has not been deemed wise to invite or 
urge anybody to join “The Seventy.” Bet- 
ter to have one Spirit-called and Spirit- 
directed worker than a host of social 
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A report card used in the Long Beach church 

















Lesson for May 12 


day school; 27 babies for the Cradle Roll; 
7 new members for the Home Department 
of Sunday school; numerous bouquets 
taken to sick and shut-ins; much fruit and 
baskets of food, clothing, tracts, church 
calendars, Bibles, and other Christian liter- 
ature distributed where needed. 

If the reports of the evening bring up 
cases that require special attention, the 
pastor takes a record of such cases for 
his personal visitation. 

Printed cards, of post card size, are used 
to keep records and to refer cases from 
one ‘team to another for follow-up work. 
The form used is shown in the accompany- 
ing illustration. 

The reverse side of the card is printed 
and ruled for reports of three different 
teams, having printed lines for team num- 
ber and date of report for each team. 

“The Seventy” has proved itself very 
useful in keeping the church roll up to 
date as far as possible. The roll is gone 
over once a year, and cards are made out 
for members who have been absent for 
some time, or whose whereabouts are un- 
known. When these are presented at the 
monthly meeting, information is often ob- 
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tainable at the moment. If not, some one 
present. may be .able to make contact and 
locate the delinquent members, reporting 
at the next meeting. 

There are so many ways in which “The 
Seventy” can be used to advantage, doing 
a more far-reaching work than the pastor 
could possibly do; but it is impossible to 
enumerate here every avenue of their use- 
fulness. Any church that will adopt this 
system for a year’s trial will soon demon- 
strate to itself the value and. adaptability 
of “The Seventy.” Furthermore, it is a 
means of grace and spiritual exercise which 
will result in growth in grace by those 
who undertake the work, as it gives oppor- 
tunities of service for the Master and the 
presentation of his Gospel which otherwise 
would not be found.. And, as no church 
can rise above the level of the spirituality 
of its individual members, the influence of 
“The Seventy” will be felt through the 
entire church body. The pastor will find 
“The Seventy” to be not only a practical 
help in visitation, but a spiritual asset which 
will elevate the plane of his entire member- 
ship and congregation. 

Lone Beaca, Cat, 
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Concluding the series of personal testimonies 


Lord’s Return Is Near 














Arthur |. Brown, M.D., C.M., F.R.C.S. 
Bible Teacher, Lecturer, and Author of ” Light 
on the Hills,” “ What of the Night,’ etc. 
A WORLD sinking deeper in chaos and 
sin must be rescued before complete 
dissolution. The coming of Christ offers 
the only hope. 

Modernists and all unbelievers ridicule 
this truth, That makes it very probable. 

Thousands of Christian hearts are thrill- 
ing with the conviction that the Lord’s 
return is near. May this be a wireless 
message from the Lord Jesus to his wait- 
ing Church? 

World conditions predicted and fulfilled : 

1. Perilous times in the last days (2 
tin: 3:2). 

2. Evil men and seducers . . 
worse (2 Tim. 3: 13). 

3. As it was in the days of Noah (Matt. 
24: 37). 

4. Distress of nations, with perplexity 
(Luke 21: 25). 

5. Realignment of the nations prepara- 
tory to the formation of the old Roman 
Empire. 

6. Famines — pestilences — earthquakes 
(Matt. 24:7). Five to ten million starved 
to death in 1933 in Russia and China; in- 
fluenza and other epidemics have taken 
millions; in five centuries major earth- 
quakes have increased from 137 to more 
than 2000 per century, 

7. False Christ’s, especially following 
the rapture, but a fact today. The latest 
is colored, and calls himself “Father Di- 
vine.” He seems to be equipped with 
Satanic power (Matt. 24: 24). 

8. Much talk of peace alongside of fran- 
tic preparations for war (1 Thess. 5:3). 

9. Daniel’s two signs: (1) running to 


. worse and 


and fro, with (2) increase of knowledge 
(Dan. 12: 4). 

The apostasy of the Church as mentioned 
in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. The tragedy of 
the professing Church is its rejection of 
the fundamentals: of the Christian faith. 
The terrible judgment pronounced by Jesus 
Christ in Revelation 3, “I will spue thee 
out of my. mouth,” must now be present. 


Russia’s defiant and blasphemous chal- 
lenge to God, and preparation for Arma- 
geddon, fulfilling Ezekiel 38. The stage 
for Armageddon is set. If this is near, 
the rapture must precede. 

The Jews. Only a few of many fulfilled 
prophecies are given: 

1. Decrease in numbers and scattering 
(Deut. 28:62, 64). 

2. Profanation of God’s name among 
the nations (Ezek, 36:20), 

3. Increase in population (Jer. 30: 19). 
From 1,000,000 at the beginning of the six- 
teenth century to at least 16,000,000 today. 

4. Apparently the Times of the Gentiles 
began to close in 1917. 

5. Return of rainfall to Palestine (Deut. 
11:17; Ezek. 34: 26). 

6. Return of the dispersed race to Pal- 
estine (Ezek. 34: 11-13). 

7. Purchase of fields in Palestine (Jer. 
32:15, 44). 

8. Mountains and waste places especially 
to be occupied (Ezek. 36:8, 33, 34). This 
is exactly what has occurred. 

9. Unusual plantations in the land (Ezek. 
36:.35, 36). Palestine now boasts the 
finest orange plantations in the world. 
More than 5,000,000 cases were shipped in 
1933. 

10. The existing situation is of unique 
significance. 
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Jesus came to the Jews and was re- 
jected. God turned to the Gentiles and. 
the Times of the Gentiles began. . As this 
period draws to a close, the Gentiles are 
rejecting their opportunity and God re- 
sumes dealings with his Chosen People. 
They are to be supreme during the Mil- 
jennial reign of Christ on earth. There 
must be a transition period between the 
two ages in which the Jew would begin 
to occupy a much higher and more power- 
ful position. 

Surely we have reached this stage. This 
comparatively small but remarkably gifted 
race is now assuming world control. In 
their hands are finance, banking, amuse- 
ments, the press, politics, education, and, 
in a very real sense, much of world gov- 
ernment. If the millennium is _ near, 
Christ’s coming is nearer. 


oe 
Harris H. Gregg, D.D. 


Pastor, North Shore Baptist Church, Flushing, N. Y. 


HE tabernacle, as God’s dwelling 

place on earth, gives us the structure 
and system of truth underlying the pat- 
terns, parables, progressive types, and 
prophecies of creation and redemption, The 
tabernacle is God’s pattern of creation, and 
of his plans and prophecies concerning 
Christ. He came from the glory to the 
grave, and, in resurrection, has returned 
to his glory. He will come again from 
his glory, and make this earth his garden. 

Christ was the true tabernacle of God 
among men, His sacrifice and High Priest- 
hood fulfill, and abrogate, those of the 
tabernacle and Temple. “The feasts of the 
Lord” (Lev. 23) foreshadowed his pre- 
arranged ‘program. He died as the pass- 
over Lamb at passover, arose from among. 
the dead on the morning of “the feast of 
first fruits,” and sent the Holy Spirit at 
“the feast of Pentecost.” “The feast of 
trumpets” comes next, and breaks the 
silence of Heaven. Christ will then return 
to the Mount of Olives (Zech, 14: 4). Then 
came “the day of atonement” and “year 
of jubilee,” which picture Christ’s unveil- 
ing his glory to the Jews, and their resti- 
tution. Then “the feast of tabernacles” 
tells of all the nations brought back to 
Christ through converted Israel. The earth 
will then be God’s garden, more wonder- 
ful than Eden. ‘ 

“The mystery of godliness” (1 Tim. 3: 
16) is: the person and work of Christ, 
the present mission of the Holy Spirit, 
the heavenly character of the Church, the 
preaching of Christ among all nations, the 
calling out of believers, and their being 
caught up into glory (Matt. 13: 1-23; Join 
11:25, 26; 1 Thess, 4: 13-18). 

“The mystery of iniquity” (Matt. 13: 
24-30) is described in 2 Thessalonians 2: 
7, 8; 1 Timothy 4:1-6; Galatians 1:4; 
2 Corinthians 4:3, 4; John 14:30; Ephe- 
sians 6: 12, 

Both “the mystery of godliness” and 
“the mystery of iniquity” are very rapidly 
leading up to their completion and removal 
from the earth, the first to Heaven, the 
latter to perdition. God only deals with 
ripeness of good or evil. 

All création, history, and prophecy move 
in cycles. The Times of the Gentiles 
began with the Babylonian colossus of clay, 
conceit, corruption, confusion, culture, 
counterfeits, cruelty, and cataclysm. We 





‘*'there is of small moment. 
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live in the end of this age. The world is 
one colossal Babylon, Not Cyrus, but 
Christ, is coming!” Wheat and tares are 
white unto the harvest. “Surely the Lord 
God will do nothing, but he revealeth his 
secret unto his servants the prophets” 
(Amos 3:7). Creation and his Church 
cry to him to come back. He replies: 
“Surely I come quickly. Amen!” The 
very structure of Biblical truth indicates 
that Christ will soon come for us, and 
then, with us. He says so. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 


or addresses or identity will be published 

in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 

tions are too personal for an answer in 

these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 

to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your replies to letters 
in The Sunday School Times are always so 
interesting and helpful, I am wondering if you 
can help me. I seem so useless, and when I 
am asked to do something in Christian En- 
deavor, I have’ to read my topics (which makes 
it uninteresting), or I forget all I have plan- 
y ned to say and spoil the subject. I am one 
of the oldest in the Society, and it is embar- 
rassing to be so stupid and self-conscious. 
have been secretary in the Sunday school for 
three years—it seems they always give that 
, job to some one who is not spiritual and cannot 
do anything else! 

I am twenty-two years of age and have 
worked as bookkeeper and stenographer in the 
office of the credit. bureau four and-a‘half years 
since graduating from high school. In a way 
I enjoy the work, yet I am dissatisfied and 
doubt if it is God’s will for me to remain there 
longer. I am most anxious to go to Alaska, 
but it would’ be foolish to go unless I could 
secure work there before leaving, and I couldn’t 
leave my parents. However, they are willing 
to go with me if health and finances ‘would 
permit. Yes, I am the only child in the family 
and spoiled. I don’t know how to be thought- 
ful and considerate of others and say kind things 
to make visitors feel at ease, and I hate my- 
self for it. 

I am praying God will take away my self- 
consciousness and make me conscious only of 
him, so I .can and will be willing to be a true 
witness for him. I also am praying God will 
show mc his plan for my life. I want to love 
him more and serve him better. My parents 
are Christians and I praise God for it. I be- 
lieve the Lord Jesus is my Saviour, too, but 
have little assurance. I do not know when I 
was saved, and if I have been “born again” I 
don’t know when it was—ONE OF A FAINT 
HEART. 


Y DEAR GIRL: It is worth a great 

deal to anyone to know his or her short- 
comings! -It is a time when “knowledge 
is power.” You can know just how to go 
to your heavenly Father, and ask definitely 
for what you need. But to be dissatisfied 
with your attainments is rather discourag- 
ing. I feel sure your work as a secretary 
of the Sunday school should not be dis- 
paraged, for a good secretary is valuable 
to the work. As a rule, the secretary is 
the most necessary helper to any good 
superintendent. It is very important that 
the figures and reports for the school should 
be correctly kept,.so.do not feel your work 
Do you do it 
as “unto the Lord”? I know working with 
figures all week will cause you to wish you 


had other duties on Sunday, but do not * 
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“despise the day of small things,” knowing 
God sees all that you do, and will reward 
you accordingly. 

To be in a credit bureau for four 
and a half years is not to be dis- 
counted! You are faithful, or you would 
not be retained. You need to be cheered 
up a bit! God has been good to you to 
cause you to be faithful all these days. Do 
you ever take a vacation? I should say a 
change for a week or two would help you 
to come back freshened and more satisfied 
with your work, and help you to LOOK 
UP! Satan delights to get us discouraged 
and make work drag, but you need to look 
up and feel sure of the appreciation of your 
Lord cver the fact that you have done 
good work and are ready to do better. He 
will help you in any change he sees is 
wise tor you, but he will not lead you into 
any blunders. To follow him is the only 
course for all of us who love him, and to 
choose his will for us means we shall have 
happiness and contentment in the very spot 
where he places us. 

Be wary of going to Alaska to live at 
present! Everything is too unsettled just 
now to make a change without knowing 
that God is directing it. Satan would love 
to get you into deeper dissatisfaction with 
yourself and your surroundings. To go there 
and try to make new friends and get a 
new position (perhaps) would make you 
and your loved ones unhappy. Satan is 
certainly trying to make you unhappy, by 
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getting you to fix your eyes on a spot. a 
long way off! Keep steady,-my dear, while 
you WAIT upon your Lord for his will 
in all these things. Draw closer and closer. 
to him, and Satan will see that his sugges- 
tions drive you to the God who will guide 
you, and will not permit your feet to slip 
nor let you lose your way. God is near, 
and will see you through this restlessness, 
and cause you to take Psalm 91 as a com- 
fort and a place of safety. 

Do you know one of the cleverest pieces 
of work Satan is doing with God’s children 
today? Making them believe they are un- 
saved. Oh, how he tries to get us unsettled 
in that foundation work of the Spirit! 
Don’t allow him to influence you, but take 
the Word of God, and if you have any 
doubts on being saved, settle it at once by 
the Word which is given you. Read John 
1: 10-12, and know that you are received 
by God, because you accept Jesus Christ, 
and are the child of God. “But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name:- which, were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” You ac- 
cept him, do you not? Then settle it that 
you belong to him, and praise God for it. 
And if the doubts or questionings return, 
treat them the same way, until Satan aban- 
dons this temptation, and you rest on the* 
Rock. Drive all doubts away, and sing of 


(Continued on next page) 








Notes’ from a Layman’s Greek Testament 
. By Ernest Gordon 














HE division between the sheep and the goats begins even in the Acts. Judas trans- 
gressed and went into his own place, tepon to idion.. The apostles after witnessing 
to the Lord Jesus and being arrested went, on their release, pros tous idious, to their 


own company. : 


Judas was hodegou, “guide,” to them that took Jesus. Of the Lord Jesus it is said 
in Revelation 7: 17, “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall guide them unto living fountains of waters.” 

Acts 2: 37-40, opening the apostolic ministry, seems to echo the story of John the 


Baptist when our Lord’s ministry began. 


PETER AT PENTECOST 
“Save yourselves from this crooked 
(skolias) generation.” 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 


“Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins.” 

“And ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost.” 


JouHN THE Baptist 
“O generation of vipers.” “The crooked 
shall be made straight.” 
“And the people asked him, saying, What 
shall we do then?” 
“He came... preaching the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.” 


“He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and fire.” 


HERE is an interesting series of contrasts between Acts 17: 5-8 and several verses 


in First and Second Thessalonians. 


THE JEWS AND HEATHEN OF THESSALONICA 
“Moved with envy.” 


Gathering certain evil fellows from the 
market place. 

“Set all the city on an uproar.” 

“Assaulted the house of Jason.” 


Cry that those who “have turned the 
world upside down are come hither.” 

“Troubled the people and the rulers of 
the city.” 


Tue CHRISTIANS OF THESSALONICA 

Paul exhorts them “that ye study to be 
quiet.” 

“Do your own business.” 


“Warn them that are disorderly.” 

“None render evil for evil unto any 
man.” 

“Now ... such we command... . that 
with quietness they work.” 

“Withdraw ... from every brother that 
walketh disorderly.” ee: 

“The Lord of peace himself give you 
peace always by all means.” 
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(Continued from preceding page) 


your Redeemer, and do not allow Satan to 
hold any dominion over you, for you are 
“bought with a price,” the precious blood 
of Jesus. “Ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6: 
20). 

Now this self-consciousness. Do you 
know that God will help you to get rid of 
that? Don’t be annoyed that you have 
to refer to your notes when you lead a 
meeting; more experienced speakers than 
you do that, but you may have the liberty 
of the Spirit, if you will ask for it. Your 
Lord wants you to be at your best all the 
time, and if you are filled with the Spirit, 
you will overcome this handicap, and be 
an overcomer in him. Spend much time 
with your Lord, for it is “out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” so 
wait upon your Lord until you are full to 
overflowing, and then it will be refreshing 
to others, 

The “plan for your life’? Only God 
has that, and you will have it revealed to 
you a step at a time! Don’t choose the 
next. step, but let God reveal it. He is 
ready to guide your life, when it is fully 
surrendered to him. He cannot use you 
unless you are wholly his, therefore ‘yield 
yourself fully to ‘him, aud let him have his 
own way with you, and joy will flow into 
your being which will be your strength. 
Study his Word continually, so that you 
will know HIM! 


A Correction.—In a recent issue of the 
TIMEs, a pamphlet was recommended to a 
correspondent in this column, and an incor- 
rect name and address were given for the 
publishers, The leaflet is “How to Pray for 
the Unsaved Members of Our Families,” 
by L. L, Legters, and may be obtained at 
15 cents a dozen from the Pittsburgh Bible 
and Tract House, 721 Brighton Road, 
N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


The True Church 
-(Continued from the second page) 


tice; and they consider the man ‘who talks 
of following the apostles without possess- 
ing these two things to be no better than 
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. 

This is the only Church which is cer- 
tain to endure unto the end. Nothing can 
altogether overthrow and destroy it. Its 
members may be persecuted, oppressed, im- 
prisoned, ‘beaten, beheaded, burned; but the 
true Church is never altogether extin- 
guished; it rises again from its afflictions; 
it lives on through fire and water. When 
crushed in one land it springs up in an- 
other. The Pharaohs, the Herods, the 
Neros, the Bloody Marys, have labored in 
vain to put down this Church; they slay 
their thousands, and then pass away and 
go to their own place. The true Church 
outlives them all, and sees them buried 
each in his turn. It is an anvil that has 
broken many a hammer in this world, and 
will break many a hammer still; it is a 
bush which is often burning, and yet is 
not consumed, 


This is the only Church of which no one. 


member can perish. Once enrolled in the 
lists of this Church, sinners are safe for 
eternity; they are never cast away. The 
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election of God the Father, the continual 
intercession of God the Son, the daily re- 
newing and sanctifying power of God the 
Holy Ghost, surround and fence them in 
like a garden enclosed. Not one bone of 
Christ’s mystical Body shall ever be 
broken; not one lamb of Chrisi’s flock 
shall ever be plucked out of his hand. 

This is the Church which does the work 
of Christ upon earth, Its members are 
a little flock, and few in number compared 
with the children of the world: one or 
two here, and two or three there—a few 
in this parish and a few in that. But these 
are they who shake the universe; these 
are they who change the fortunes of king- 
doms by their prayers; these are they who 
are the active workers for spreading the 
knowledge of pure religion and undefiled; 
these are the life-blood of a country, the 
shield, the defense, the stay, and the sup- 
port of any nation to which they belong. 

This is the Church which shall be truly 
glorious at the end. When all earthly 
glory is passed away then shall this Church 
be presented without spot before God the 
Father’s throne. Thrones, principalities, 
and powers upon earth shall come to noth- 
ing; dignities, and offices, and endowments 
shall all pass away; but the Church of the 
firstborn shall shine as the stars at the 
last, and be presented with joy before the 
Father’s throne, in the day of Christ's 
appearing. When the Lord’s jewels are 
made up, and the manifestation of the sons 
of God takes place, Episcopacy, and Pres- 
byterianism, and Congregationalism will 
not be mentioned; one Church only will be 
named, and that is the Church of the elect. 

Reader, this is the true Church to which 
a man must belong, if he would be saved. 
Till you belong to this, you are nothing 
better than a lost soul. You may have 
the form, the husk, the skin, and the shell 
of religion, but you have not got the sub- 
stance and the life. Yes; you may have 
countless outward privileges: you may en- 
joy great light, and knowledge—but if 
you do not belong to the Body of Christ, 
your light and knowledge, and privileges, 
will not save your soul. Alas, for the igno- 
rance that prevails on this point! Men 
fancy .if they join this church or that 
church, and become communicants, and go 
through certain forms, that all must be 
right with their souls. It is an utter de- 
lusion, it is a gross mistake. All were not 
Israel who were called Israel, and all are 
not members of Christ’s Body who profess 
themselves Christian. Take notice: you 
may be a staunch Episcopalian, or Presby- 
terian, or Independent, or Baptist, or Wes- 
leyan, or Plymouth Brother — and yet not 
belong to the true Church. And if you do 
not, it will be better at last if you had 
never been bora. 

4 


Securing Sound Teachers 
By Mrs. E. Barrett 


OUND, comprehensive Bible teaching 

is vital to the life of the Sunday 
school. If every Fundamentalist pastor 
and Sunday school superintendent would 
recognize this essential principle and supply 
the means to practice it, Sunday schools 
would fulfill their purpose. There is lit- 
tle excuse for any sound Sunday school 
having teachers who are not trained or in 
training under approved instruction, now 
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that.the Preliminary Course of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association is 
available to all. (For information write 
to Clarence H. Benson, Secretary, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago. As many readers 
know, the Times is now publishing each 
week articles by Mr. Benson and President 
McQuilkin on the Preliminary Course.) A 
certificate for every teacher should be the 
goal. 

The Preliminary Course provides the 
foundation for sound teaching and an im- 
petus to further training. Success. depends 
upon the support given by the pastor and 
Sunday school officials as well as upon the 
competence, enthusiasm, and untiring efforts 
of the instructor chosen to enlist young 
people in the study. The course has six 
units, three of which give a synthetic study 
of the whole Bible, supplying that under- 
standing of dispensational truth without 
which no one can be said to have an ade- 
quate background for Bible teaching. The 
other three units cover Sunday school 
methods. Child Study teaches the charac- 
teristics and needs of the scholars of every 
age, how to meet these needs and win them 
to Christ. Pedagogy explains methods of 
teaching -and how best to present the les- 
son to get the greatest results. Sunday 
School Administration shows how a Sun- 
day school should be organized and con- 
ducted to be efficient in soul-winning and 


in teaching and equipping for service. 


Experience in teaching this course for 
several years has shown that a Sunday 
morning class attracts many of the best 
young people in the Sunday school, those 
who might have been in danger of drop- 
ping out unless some consecutive study was 
offered, and who feel that they have never 
had a systematic study of the Bible. The 
graduates have gone into service for the 
Lord, convinced of the value of “whole- 
Bible” study and appreciative of the vital 
need for sound teaching and _ sciéntific 
methods of teaching, as well as their own 
responsibility to take their places in the 
work of the Sunday school. Starting a 
class like this and carrying it on year after 
year is not only positive insurance that a 
Sunday school will have sound, responsi- 
ble, and evangelistic teachers, but it also 
keeps fine young people in the Sunday 
school. é 

In one church there was an evening class 
for teachers from all over the city. This 
class showed that with proper advertising 
and good promotion work a community 
class will produce great results in workers 
who go back to their own schools filled 
with the idea of forming teacher training 
classes in their own departments and 
schools, and of reaching their constituency 
and winning every scholar to Christ. 

Another: necessity for sound teachers is 
sound Sunday school literature. How can 
a sound teacher hope to combat success- 
fully the false lessons in modernistic liter- 
ature? Graduates of this course will de- 
mand sound literature which gives the 
pupils an adequate knowledge of the Bible. 
Teacher training of this kind promotes bet- 
ter lessons, better means of presenting the 
lessons, and better results for Christ. 

If we are not winning souls, if we are 
not training for service, and thrusting our 
young people into service, we are not do- 
ing our duty to Christ or to the Sunday 
school and Church, 


PirtsspurGcH, Pa. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 12. THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 16: 13-20; Mark 4:26-32; Acts 2:41-47; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 
1:15-23, 2: 13-22; 4: 1-16; 5: 22-27; 1 Timothy 3:15; printed text, Acts 2:41-45,; Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 
Golden Text.—So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.—Rom. 12:5 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 2: 41-45; Eph. 4: 1-7, 11-16 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls. 

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. : 

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common ; 

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every man had need. 

Eph. 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 

2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love; 

3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are callcd in one 
hope of your calling; 

5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, e 

6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. 

7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ. 

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual work- 
ing in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 2:41 They then ‘that received his word were baptized: and 
there were added unto them in that day about three thousand souls. 
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and * fel- 
lowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles*®. 44 And all that believed were 
together, and had all things common; 45 and they sold their pos- 
sessions and goods, and parted them to all, according as any man 
had need. 


Eph. 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called, 2 with all 
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; 3 giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 4. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also 
ye were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all, and 
through all, and in all. 7 But unto each one of us was the grace 
given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. ~ 

11 And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 for 
the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto 
the building up of the body of Christ: 13 till we all attain unto the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ: 14 that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; 15 but Fe og ee truth 
in love, may grow up in all things into him, who is the head, even 
Christ; 16 from whom all the body fitly framed and knit together 
®through that which every joint supplieth, according to the working 
in due measure of each several part, maketh the increase of the 
body unto the building up of itself in love. 

2Or, having received. *Or, in fellowship. * Many ancient 
authorities add in Jerusalem; and great fear was upon all. * Or, 
dealing truly. °Gr., through every joint of the supply. 





the edifying of itself in love. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
” President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
EVER was it more necessary for 
N the Christian to study and under- 
stand the glorious truths about the 
Church of Christ that are revealed in the 
New Testament. In the nine Scripture 


passages chosen for this lesson are truths - 


concerning the Church that will safeguard 
Christians in these perilous days. A life- 
and-death struggle is on in the Church 
today with a Satanic philosophy called 
“Modernism.” The true Church need have 
no fear, for the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail against her. Just because of these at- 
tacks on the Body of Christ, it is ours to 
enter more fully into the preciousness of 
being members of that Body ‘of which 
Christ is the Head. 
The Historical Setting 

The lesson passages begin with the 
verses that include the first mention of 
the word “church” (in Matt. 16:18), in 
connection with the great confession of 
Peter, which occurred probably in the mid- 
dle or late summer of A. D. 29. Ephesians 
was written by Paul while in prison at 
Rome, about A. D. 63. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 2: 41.—Received his word. (Luke 
8:15; 1 Pet. 1:23.) Were baptized. 


x x bf % 


(Read vs. 37-40; cf. 1 Cor. 12:13.) Added 
. . . about three thousand. Added to the 
120, an increase of 2,500 percent, twenty- 
five new souls for every member! The 
early harvest, fulfilling the type of the 
feast of Pentecost. 

Verse 42.—Continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship. Super- 
natural doctrine, and supernatural fellow- 
ship. Such continuance is as necessary to 
salvation as the initial step of acceptance. 
And in breaking of bread. Probably re- 
ferring to the love feasts, or common 
meals, fuilowed by partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper (vs. 44, 46; Matt. 14:19; Isa. 58: 
7). 

Verse 45.—Parted them to all... as 
every man had need. They were not re- 
quired to sell, and not all did so; when it 
was done it was to supply a practical need. 


Ephesians 4: 2.—All lowliness and meck- 
ness. A humble heart, poor in spirit (Phil. 
2: 3-5), resulting in meekness toward God 
and man, with no resentment for suffering 
or for injustice (Gal. 6:1; 2 Tim. 2:25; 
Titus 3:5). Longsuffering, forbearing 
one another in love. (Gal. 5:22; 1 Cor. 
13: 4.) 

Verse 4.—One body. Mentioned first of 
the seven “one” things; the Church, as 
the Body of Christ, is the great theme of 
the Epistle (cf. Eph. 2:16, 18). One 
Spirit, The Holy Spirit made the Body; 
the members were baptized into one Spirit 
(1 Cor. 12:13). Called in one hope. The 


American Standard Version copyrig 


ht, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


Holy Spirit is the earnest of our inheri- 
tance; we were saved with a great hope 
in view (cf. Eph. 1:13, 14, 18; 2 Cor. 
1:22; 5:5; Rom. 8: 23-25). 

Verse 5.—One Lord. He is the Head 
of the Body, and is central in this list. 
He must be God, else God would surely 
be another Lord. One faith. The ‘same 
saving faith for every Christian... Christ 
is the object of that faith, and it means 
full trust in him. One baptism. Through 
faith in this Lord, we are baptized by the 
Spirit into the one Body, and this is 
evidenced by the outward ordinance of 
baptism, the symbol of the union and of 
membership in the Church. 

Verse 6—One God and Father of all 
... above all... through all... in you 
all, This statement concerns the Body of 
believers. The Father is the source of 
all, and the reason for the sevenfold unity 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:24). 


Verse 7—But unto every one. In sharp 
contrast to the seven things belonging to 
the whole Church and to all believers. 
Grace according to the measure of the gift 
of Christ. This refers to the individual 
gifts of the Spirit, differing for each be- 
liever, according as Christ wills they should 
differ (Rom. 12:3, 6; 1 Cor. 12: 4-31). 

Verse 11.—Some, apostles. Some to be 
apostles, or as apostles. While the words 
“apostles” and “prophets” mean “mission- 
aries,” and “spokesmen for God,” or 
preachers, the direct reference is to the 








Lesson for May 12 


inspired apostles and prophets, who were 
God’s special gifts in the founding of the 
Church (cf. Eph. 2: 20; 3:5). Pastors and 
teachers. These two gifts belong to the 
same man, the “shepherd.” 

Verse 12—For the perfecting of the 
saints. For the “adjusting” of the saints. 
For the work of the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body. “For” should be “unto” ; 
all the members of the Church are to min- 
ister, and to build up the Body. 


Verse 13—Unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ. The Church is viewed here as one 
man, yet growing up into the full faith 
and knowledge of the Lord; yet the sep- 
arate believers are also to grow into this 
full faith and knowledge (cf. v. 14), and 
thus be safeguarded against false doctrine, 
spoken of in verse 14. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The greatest characteristic of the world 
of men may be expressed in the word 
division. The world is divided in heart 
and in mind. There are divisions of every 
sort caused by sin, and there is no unity 
of thought as to what is the solution of 
all these divisions. Into the midst of the 
world God has put a supernatural Body, 
called the Church, the outstanding charac- 
teristic of which is its oneness. It is super- 
natural in its life, for it consists of men 
and women who have been united to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in whom individ- 
ually and as a body the Holy Spirit is 
dwelling. It is supernatural in its doctrine, 
for to it has been committed the truth of 
God that will save the world. 
Lesson Outlines 

‘Tae Lesson PassAceEs 

1. Foundation of the Church, and its 
Head (Matt. 16: 13-20; Acts 2: 41-47; 
Eph. 1:22; 2:20). 

2. Character of the Church, and its 
members (Acts 2: 41-47; Rom. 12: 4-8; 
Eph. 1: 15-23; 2: 13-22; 4: 1-16; 1 Tim. 
3:15). 

3. Purpose of the Church, and its 
work (Mark 4: 26-32; Acts 2: 41-47; 
Eph, 4: 1-3, 11-16). 

4. Destiny of the Church, and its goal 
(Eph, 1: 15-23; 4: 13-16; 5: 22-27). 
Curist anp His CHurcH 

1. One Body and one Head 

(1) The sevenfold unity (Eph. 4: 
1-6). (2) Unity in the early Church 
(Acts 2: 41-47). (3) Our duty to 
maintain the unity (Eph. 1:3). 

2. Many Members and Differing Gifts 
(1) The manifold gifts (Eph. 4: 
7-11). (2) How the early Church 
used the gifts (Rom. 12: 4-8). (3) 
Our: duty to exercise the gifts (Eph. 


4: 12-16). 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
The Word “Church.” The English 


word “church,” derived from the Greek 
word meaning “The Lord’s house,” is the 
translation of “ecclesia,” meaning “called 
out of.” The word “church” or “churches” 
occurs only in the New Testament, and 
appears 112 times in the text of the King 
James Version. The word “church” is 


used about thirty times as referring to © 


the church in a certain city (e. g., Acts 
11:22; 1 Cor. 1:2), and about thirty 
times of the Church as a whole (Matt. 16: 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


6. May 12.—The Christian Church ..Mat- 
thew 16: 13-20; Mark 4: 26-32; Acts 
2: 41-47; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 


1315-23; 2: 13-22; 4:1-16; 5S: 22-27; 
1 Timothy 3: 15 
7. May 19.—Baptism. Matthew 3: 13-17; 


28:19, 20; Acts 2:38, 41; 8 : 26-39; 
Romans 6: 
8 May 26.—The Lord’s Supper. Matthew 
26 : 17-30; 1 Corinthians 11: 
9. June 2—Our Day of Worship. Genesis 
2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11; Psalm 
100; John 4:20-24; Acts 20:7; 
Colossians 3: 
10. June 9.—The Holy Spirit (Pentecost 
Lesson). Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 11 :9- 
13; John 3: 5-8; 14:16, 17, 26; 15: 
26, 27; 16: 7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; 
Romans 8 : 1-17, 26, 27; 1 Corinthians 
12: 1-133 Ephesians 1:13, 1435 3: 
14-213; 4: 1-6, 30 
11, June 16.—Christian Stewardship. Deu- 
teronomy 8: 11-20; Malachi 3: 7-12; 
Matthew 25 : 14-30; 1 Corinthians 16: 
2;.2 Corinthians 8:1 to 9:15 
12. June 23.—Christian Missions. Genesis 
12: 1-3; Isaiah 45:22; 49:6; Jonah 
3:1-10; Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 1: 
6-8; 13: 1-12; 16: 6-10; 26: 
Golden Text: Mark 16:15 
13. June 3o.—Liberty Under Law (Temper- 
ance Lesson). 
Romans 14 : 13-21; 1 Corinthians 8 : 9-13 
Golden Text: Romans 14: 21 


Third Quarter 


1. July 7—Moses (Leader and Lawgiver). 
Exodus, Chapter 24 


1-14 


15-17 


12-20 








18; 1 Cor. 10:32; Eph. 1:22). (Cf. also 
Rom, 16:5; Heb. 12:23; Acts 14: 23.) 

The Church as the Body of Christ. 
(Study Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:12-27; 
Boh,. 12:495) 2¢:16;.3:63. 42:4, 12) 163-5: 
23; 30; Cok’ 1:18; 2310; 3:35; Heb. 
13: 3.) 

The Church as the Temple or House of 
God. (Study 1 Cor. 3:9, 16, 17; 2 Cor. 
6:16; Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:19, 21, 22; 1 
Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:2-6; 10:21; 1 Pet. 
2:53 4:17.) 

The Church, the Kingdom, and Israel. 
The Church is the present manifestation 
of the Kingdom of God on earth (John 
3:3, 5; Matt. 13: 19-30). Gentiles, who 
were alienated from the “commonwealth of 
Israel” (Eph. 2:12), became fellow mem- 
bers of the Body (Eph. 3: 6), which at first 
consisted of the believing remnant of Is- 
rael. While the remnant accepted, Israel 
as a nation rejected for a time; when they 
receive Christ, at his coming, the King- 
dom age of overflowing blessing will fol- 
low (Rom. 11:12, 15, 25-27). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


All believers should be members of a 
local church. The New Testament knows 
nothing of a “free lance.” 


Support the local church. By attendance, 
by giving of money, by service in the Sun- 
day schooi and its other activities, by bring- 
ing others into the fellowship. 


Separate from unbelievers and from un- 
belief. The Church should be purged, so 
far as we can bring it about, from unbe- 
lieving teachers masquerading under decep- 
tive names of “modernist” and “liberal,” 
who destroy the foundations of faith, 


Beware of Separatism. To separate 
from infidelity and from evil doing is one 
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thing. To refuse to have fellowship with 
true Christians in whom the Holy Spirit 
dwells is quite another, and grieves the 
heart of him who called us into unity. 


Let us exercise our gifts for the benefit 
of the Body. To every one of his people 
Christ has given a spiritual gift or gifts. 


Let us love the brethren, and strive for 
true unity, While we differ in gifts, we 
are to be one in the Holy Spirit and in 
love. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


“In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, 
liberty; in all things charity.’ The Mod- 
ernist has no essentials; the bigot regards 
all his views as essentials; and both fail 
in love. 


There is enough in Christ to separate us 
from the world; is there enough in him 
to bind us to one another? 


Our Lord prayed that we all might be 
one, and he made it necessary that his 
Church should be one. 


The Church has one Lord, and does not 
need a pope as lord, 


The Church has one faith, and therefore 
it has but one door of entrance. 


We are not to make unity in the Church, 
we are to recognize it and maintain it. 


A greater tragedy than false teachers is 
Christians who welcome false teachers into 
the Church. 


Lowliness of heart is essential for rest 
of heart, and also for unity of heart with 
others. 


The-Church of Christ is too great to sit 
on the throne of the Czsars, or to dabble 
in politics, 


Cotumpsra, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. _ 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT is the work of the Church? 


2. Cannot one be just as good a Chris- 
-_ outside of a church? 

What was the doctrine (or teaching) 
thet the new converts continued steadfast in 
and referred to in Acts 2:42? 

4. What produced the “gladness and single- 
ness of heart’”’ mentioned in Acts 2: 46? 

5. How often does the word “church” oc- 
cur in the four Gospels? In what verse is 
it first mentioned ? 

6. What three chapters in the Epistles deal 
especially with the urch as the Body of 
Christ, and with the spiritual. gifts of the 
members ? 

7. Ephesians and Colossians each have as 
a central theme the Church as the Body of 
Christ. How do these two Letters differ in 
their treatment of this great subject? 

8. What three important things, among 
others, distinguish the Christian Church from 
all human organizations ? 

9. When did the Church begin? What is 
the relation of Old Testament believers be 
the Church? Do they belong to the Body of 
Christ ? 

10. What are three main forms of Church 
government among Protestants? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 301 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Not Noticed.—They continued stedfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship 
(Acts 2: 42). Said a pastor, “I abandoned 


my prayer meeting long ago.” “How did 
your church officers like that?” “Oh, they 


did not find it out for more than a year.” 
—From Church Business. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


&X Mistaken Interpretation. — Walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called (Eph. 4:1). A young man pre- 
sented himself to the presiding elder of 
the Methodist Church and said he desired 
to become a preacher. On being ques- 
tioned by his ecclesiastical superior, he 
replied that the night before he had seen 
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in the sky, written in large characters of 
gold, the letters P. C.— Preach Christ. 
As the presiding elder knew the young man 
well, as a person very excitable, and other- 
wise utterly unfitted for the work of the 
ministry, he said to him, “But, my young 
brother, you are mistaken. P. C. does 
not mean, in your case, Preach Christ. It 
means Plough Corn. It will be your call- 
ing, and you will be doing God’s will 
most truly if you continue to help your 
father on the farm—From “A Bishop's 
Message,’ by the Right Rev. Ethelbert 
Talbot. Sent by Gurn Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. Prize illustration. 


Letting Her Down.—Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ (v. 13). A girl 
went to a Catholic priest and confessed 
that she had incurred the sin of vanity. 
“What makes you think that?” asked the 
priest. “Because every morning, when I 
look into the mirror,” she replied, “I think 
how beautiful I am.” “Never fear,” said 
the priest, “that isn’t sin—that’s just a 
mistake.” Some fancy that they have at- 
tained sinless perfection, but the mirror 
of the Word of God should be sufficient 
to show them that it is a mistake, The 
nearer men come to Christ, the more they 
feel how immeasurably short they fall of 
the beauty of holiness found in him.— 























“If ye KNOW these things, happy are ye if ye DO them”, 


John 13:17 


B:6:>5 


“The eye cannot say unto the hand, Thaveno need of thee” 
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slides and as film-slides. There are 20 


may pti 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 
mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 


75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, 


containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 


aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
W. J. Garver, Washington, Pa, 


Distributing the Load.—From whom the 
whole body fitly joined together ... ac- 
cording to the effectual working in .the 
measure of every part (v. 16). “In an 
ideal bridge the load is supposed to be 
evenly distributed over the entire struc- 
ture,” said a recent writer. “For exam- 
ple,” when a train crosses the bridge, every 
important piece of metal bears its share 
of the strain.” It was the failure thus 
to distribute the strain that accounted for 
a great bridge accident some months ago 
that resulted in the death of a large num- 
ber of people. Did you ever stop to think 
that the church is suffering from just such 
an uneven strain? To many parts shirking 
responsibility, and throwing responsibility 
upon some one else already over-burdened 
—usually the pastor. Twenty-five at 
prayer meeting where there should be one 
hundred. Expecting the minister to do all 
the personal work to win people to Christ 
when all ought .to be personal workers. 
Neighbor, if the bridge in your section 
ever fails, don’t complain if you have been 
a shirker—From “5000 Best Modern Illus- 
trations,” by Hallock. Sent by Ralph E. 
Blakeman, Los Angeles, Cal, 


“Not Divided We”?—So we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members one of another (Golden 
Text). It is a classical anecdote — the 
story of Dr. William Adams’ remark at 
a meeting of the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance, 
where he saw present representatives from 
the Established Presbyterians, the Free 
Presbyterians, the Covenanter Presbyterians, 


the Seceder Presbyterians, the Cameronian . 


Presbyterians, the Erskine Presbyterians, 
Associate Presbyterians, Reformed Presby- 
terians, United Presbyterians, and so on. 
Said Dr. Adams, “We have here the E. 
P’s, the F. P’s, the C. P’s, the S. P’s, the A. 
P’s, the R. P’s, the C. P’s, the E. P’s, the 
U. P’s, and last of all the Split P’s.” The 
audience roared at the “Split P’s,” but on 
sober thought they must have grieved. 
Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, and so on 
—all are intricately subdivided, until Prot- 
estantism itself has become a dish of. split 
P’s. There are more than one hundred 
different Christian denominations ..in the 
United States alone—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by. Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
stand in awe before the meaning of member- 
ship in the church. We have taken this great 
privilege too lightly. We have not realized 
as we should, the provision thou hast made for 
the place and the service of members of the 
church. Help us, we pray thee, to see the 
unspeakable privilege of union with the Lord 
Jesus Christ as head of the church, and our 
obligations as members in that which is so won- 
derfully set before us as the Body of Christ. 
May we, under his guidance and grace, so live 
that we shall never cast reproach on his name, 
and the church for which he gave himself. May 
we not be tossed to and fro and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, but may we in- 
deed grow up .unto him, which is the Head, 
even Christ. We ask this in his dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you had been 
brought up where Christ and his Gospel 
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. real Christian Church for you! 
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were hardly known at all, and had at last 
decided to accept him as Saviour and Lord, 


‘how glad you would be to let others know 


that you belonged to him! Do we realize 
what a tremendous and far-reaching thing 
it is to be a member of the church? It 
is one thing to join the local church, but 
it is something far more significant to do 
this only after having sincerely and hon- 
estly confessed our sins before God, and 


after having believed that the Lord Jesus 
“came to save sinners like ourselves, and 


to commit our lives to him. It is pos- 
sible to join a church and yet not to go 
very deep in understanding what a won- 
derful thing it is to have that privilege. 
I wonder if your life and mine are show- 
ing forth day by day the Lord Jesus, 
whom we love and serve?- Would any- 
body be reminded of him through coming 
to know us well? Let us pray. 
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The Busy*Men's Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Unworkable.—All that believed were 
together, and had all things common; and 
sold their possessions and goods, and ported 
them ... as every man had need (Acts 
2:44, 45). Wasn't that fine—there’s a 
Yes!! 
From that enthusiastic day to this many 


- noble men and women have tried to help 


the world by putting this communistic idea 
into practice. The intellectuals tried it at 


- Brook Farm in 1841 up near Boston. It 


was intended to be a+ Unitarian protest 
against what is now called “Fundamental- 


’ ism.” There were big names in it, but no 
* Christ, and it “blew up” in fire on March 
3, 1846. 


In Pennsylvania and other states there 
were the Economists out near Pittsburgh, 


the Shakers at New Lebanon and other 


places. And additional societiés like Econ- 
omy and Ruskin that have been forgotten. 


~ The: thing that worked so beautifully in 


words would not work for long in flesh 
and blood. The “father of lies’ saw to 
that, just as he did in the early church 
when Ananias and his wife threw the mon- 
key wrench into the cogwheels, as we 
would say nowadays. When the church 
comes to have nothing in it but perfect 
folks then we can have ail things in com- 


~-mon, But alas!! (Rev. 2: 3.) 


When you come to see me some summer 


‘day I will drive you up to Ephrata and 
‘ show you the grave of Peter Miller, Wash- 
‘ington’s friend, who walked twenty-five 
: miles to Valley Forge to beg from Wash- 


ington the life of his bitter enemy, and 
got it. I will show you the Brother House 
and the Sister House of Peter Miller’s 
earnest Community which tried to emulate 
the first church. The buildings are pass- 
ing in decay, their residents all gone. You 
will wonder how delicate women could 
have lived in such cramped cells where 
they must have shivered in winter and 
roasted in summer. Their influence in mak- 
ing Lancaster County Christian was not 
one, two, three with their near neighbors 
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the Moravians: at Lititz, who were 
mixers; 


._ A Perfect Mlustration.—W alk hy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called 
(Eph. 4:1). One day I sat with an ‘old 
business friend in the lobby of Philadel- 
phia’s leading hotel. A gentleman came 
by and stopped to chat with my friend. I 
was introduced, “Bill, I want you to meet 
Dr. So-and-So, my rector.” The “rector” 
left us and entered the hotel grill near by. 
“Why did the minister go into that drink- 
ing place in the middie of the afternoon?” 
I asked myself. Presently I made excuse 
and looked in the grill. There sat my 
friend’s “rector” at the table looking over 
the afternoon paper, with a small bottle 
of gin and a big — bottle of seltzer 
before him. 

That clergyman was not walking worthy 
of his vocation as a pastor of a flock, or 
priest of a parish, or minister of the Gos- 
pel. My friend who introduced me became 
a sad victim of old John Barleycorn, and 


. as I write this note, the “rector” himself, 


not an old man, has resigned his pulpit. 
Why? He no longer has any congregation 
to speak of. His people have gone away. 
Even a sane “wet” parishioner wants a 
“dry” spiritual adviser.. Think of getting 


the Twenty-third Psalm and John 14 as_ 


you lie a-dying, along with a gin and 
water breath! 

Here is a story I told years ago, and it 
went the rounds, I'll start it again because 
it is a true story. Edwin Booth was one 
of America’s greatest actors. Dr. Hough- 
ton was the rector of “The Little Church 
Around the Corner,” to which Booth and 
other actors belonged. Said Booth to Dr. 
Houghton one day, “Doctor, you never use 
our tickets and come see us play. Don’t 
you like us?” “Mr. Booth, of course I 
love you all,” replied Dr. Houghton, “but 
if you were taken seriously ill, I hope you 
would at once send for me. Where would 
you like the messenger to find me, here in 
my church about my Master’s business, or 
in a seat in some theater?” “I would like 
him to find you. here, Doctor,—I under- 
stand.” And this story is a perfect illus- 
tration of the above text. 


An Antique.—S peaking the truth in love 
(v. 15). I am going to bring out one of 
the famous antiques to go with the above 
text. Some of those who have recently 
come into the Times Family may not 
know it, besides it is like “Annie Laurie,” 
you can sing it and sing it and always 
like it. 

The church was hearing candidates. It 
was a “one man” church. He was the 
church “angel” and the one to be satisfied. 
An applicant came and ‘preached a sermon 
on the text Psalm 9:17: “The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God.” The Big Man’s verdict 
was “Thumbs down.” 

It so happened that upon a following 
Sunday a candidate came and took the 
same text. Mr. Big Man said, “There’s 
your preacher, call him,” The surprised 
committee cried, “Why, Mr. Thornton, he 
had the same text as that other man.” 
“Oh, no, he didn’t. That first man showed 
us how the wicked and God-forgetting 
nations were turned into hell, and he was 
glad of it. This second preacher showed 
us that if the Scripture was true hell was 
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the place’ for the viaeat But he was, oh, 


The ibaa man spoke the truth in 


tS e. The same idea is embodied in the 


admonition, “Always say unpleasant things 
pleasantly.” 

- There is so sadder pulpit spectacle than 
a “tearing out” preacher in full eruption. 
It is generally done in a high-pitched, rau- 
cous voice, and snaps and bangs with all 
the sparks of restrained hate. This type 
of minister does not stay long. People 
tire of it. It is the gentle old minister, 
whose messages are flavored with love, who 
stays on and becomes enshrined in the 
hearts of his people. 


CoaTESsvILLE, Pa, 
V4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: How They Did It. 
Discussion: Take Acts 2:42 and discuss 


the application of its four points in-a fel- 
low’s present life. 


Objective: Being a New Testament Chris- 
tian. 











AY, fellows, you: have no doubt heard 

of “New Testament’ Christians,” — 
that early group of the followers of Jesus, 
even before they were called Christians. 
They became real stalwarts of the faith, 
and today’s lesson is telling us how they 
did it.. As I look over this account in the 
second chapter of Acts, verses 42 to 47, 
I am impressed by the simplicity of , the 
rules they’ followed andj how applicable 
they are to a fellow’s life. today, when 


‘ a fellow really wants to bea true Chris- 


tian—a loyal disciple of his Lord.: If 
you are wanting that, you will be glad 
to look the method over, with a view 
to adopting it for yourself. 

In verse 42 alone is given four definite 
things they did. -They continued stead- 
fastly in the doctrine. That was first. 
Doctrine is truth. They accepted the truth 
and stuck to it, allowing nothing to swerve 
them from it. That was the best kind of 
start. Get the truth, fellows, and freeze 
to it. Jesus said in his wonderful prayer, 
recorded in John 17:17, “Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth.” The 
big thing you are getting in ‘our Sunday 
school class is the Truth— when you are 
studying God’s Word. That is the one 
vital and necessary starting point for a 
true Christian. 

The second thing, noted in that verse 42, 
is that they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ fellowship. They kept company 
with God’s people. About the most fool- 
ish thing a Christian can do is to try to 
be a sheep and run with the goats. A sheep 
is a silly thing, but even a sheep won't 
do that. The sorriest Christians are they 
who try to stand with one foot in. the 
church and the other in the world. They 
are thoroughly uncomfortable and unhappy 
in both situations. Those New Testament 
Christians got nourishment and growth 
through fellowship with the men who knew 
and loved Jesus Christ. .So-can you. 

' The third thing in verse 42 is that they 
continued in the breaking of bread, and 
that was the Lord’s Supper. It is the 
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sacrament by which Christians commemo- 
rate the Lord’s death. It is the way in 
which the Lord himself arranged that we 
should look upon him — remembering what 
he did‘ for us on Calvary. “Do this in 
remembrance of me,” he said. It 
strengthens our faith in him to be reminded 
thus that he is our Saviour, and the in- 
finite cost of it through the shedding of 
his precious blood. Fellows, never miss 
your appointment at the communion table. 
It is the Lord’s own wish that you Be 
there, and it affords its own peculiar and 
strengthening blessing. 

The fourth thing noted in verse 42 is 
that they continued steadfastly in prayer. 
Prayer is like the trolley pole on the street 
car. It keeps connection with the power 
and the light. Ever notice how the lights 
go out in the street car when ‘the motor- 
man is changing the trolley at the end of 
the line? That is what happens to the 
Christian when he fails in prayer. Things 
are at a standstill; and standing still means 
rust and decay. Prayer is necessary, — 
steadfastness in prayer; regular, unfailing, 
and earnest prayer. 

The other verses — 43 to 47 — show the 
results. Briefly, they were: Fear — not 
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craven fear, but a holy awe, a sense of 
God’s presence—came upon every soul; 
wonderful things happened! There’s no 
dullness in real Christian experience. Be- 
lievers got together; they loved each other, 
Nobody selfishly hugged his possessions to 
himself, but thought upon the needs of 
others and shared. They ate “their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart.” 
There were no unhappy disagreements; it 
was a wonderful time of harmony. Their 
delight was to praise God; and the Lord 
gave them favor with the people, and many 
were added to the church daily. 

Fellows, all of this is possible today, even. 
as it was then, Let’s ask God right now to 
help you and me be Christians like that, 
and we can claim all the wonderful prom- 
ises of God to be fulfilled in us. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AKE a cut-out of a church with double 
doors in the front. Paste the right 
and left edges down to a card on which 
you have printed the Memory Verse (Psa. 
122:1), in such a manner that you may 
cut open the doors and fold them back, 
showing the verse. Give these to the 
children to take home. For teaching the 
lesson, you will also need a box of building 
blocks, painted gray, to represent stones. 
How many of you girls and boys: have 
a grandmother or an auntie that you love 
very much, and you look forward to going 
to her house? Of course she has a cookie 
jar filled to the top, or something special 
for dinner that you like; but the real 
reason you like to go to her house is 
because you love her, and she loves you. 
The church is God’s house, and I won- 
der if you like to come to his house. 
David did. Our Memory Verse tells us 
one thing he said about it. When Jesus 
Christ was on earth, he always went to 
his Father’s house. Some people come to 
church because they like the man who 
preaches, and some like the singing, and 
some come with some friend they like to 
be with, but the ones who really love to 
come are the ones who love God. 
Now I want you to listen as hard as 
you can, for I am going to tell you some- 


thing very wonderful. We call this church’ 


building God’s house, and it is. But God 
says we are his house, we who love and 
believe. on the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Bible says we are just like live stones 
builded together into a house for him. 
Just as I am going to build a house with 
these blocks that lgok like stones, and we 
are going to make believe they are stones. 
All those who really love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, hold up your hands. We are going 
to write one of your names on each block. 
See how nicely these fit together and make 
a house. If people are builded together 
into a church just right, they will get along 
together just as nicely as these stones fit 
together. This stone at the bottom is 
just as happy as if it were on top. People 
ought to be that way. The tiny girl in 
the Primary who loves Jesus Christ is 
just as necessary to this building of lively 
stones as the big man in the Adult class. 
It takes evéry one who believes to: make 
this temple of lively stones, and there is 
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a place just the right size and shape for 
each one of us, 

What do we do with houses? Live in 
them, don’t we? And God wants our hearts 
to be a temple, a house for his Holy Spirit 
to live in and use. 

I hope every one of you will always 
love to come to the church because it is 
God’s house, and you love him. But don’t 
forget what I showed you about being 
lively stones. 

Mopesto, Cat. 

we 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
-Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President . 


McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit III and Unit 
V of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. The 
New Testament Books are the content of 
the twelve lessons of Unit III; Pedagogy 
is taken up in Unit V. For information 
concerning the organization of a church or 
community class, or enrollment in a cor- 
respondence school, address Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary, Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago. 


Lesson 6. The New Testament 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
EPHESIANS 


HIS marvelous Letter to the Ephesians 

sets forth the Church as the temple of 
God, and as the Body of Christ. Five 
times the expression, “in heavenly places,” 
is used (1:3, 20; 2:6; 3:10; 6:12), and 
truly it is a book of the heavenlies. The 
first three chapters present our spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies, in Christ, — 
our high calling in Christ. The next three 
chapters present the meaning of walking 
worthy of our high calling, — our response 
to the spiritual blessings. 

Since union with Christ, and the unity 
of the Body, is the great message of the 
Letter, we naturally find a discussion of 
the Jew and the Gentile, and they are seen 
to be made one through the blood of 
Christ. The Letter is full of great verses 
and passages, climaxing with the exhorta- 
tion to “be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might,” and to “put on the 
whole armour of God” (6: 10-20). (Study 
Ephesians in connection with Colossians.) 


. 


PHILIPPIANS 


67IXO ME to live is Christ” (Phil. 1: 21) 

may be taken as the key verse of this 
intensely personal Letter of joy. The Let- 
ter falls into four natural divisions: 1. 








Lesson for May 12 


Opening Personal Message (1:1-26). 2. 
Exhortation to oneness and humility (1: 
27 to 2:30). 3. Exhortation to live by 
grace (3:1 to 4:3). ‘4. Closing Personal 
Message (4: 3-23). 

While the Letter is not a doctrinal 


. treatise, it contains two of the greatest doc- 


trinal passages in the New Testament, that 
on the humiliation and exaltation of Christ, 
and that on righteousness from God 
through faith. These teachings are directed 
against the two dangers in the church, a 
lack of unity in the body, and the ever- 
present danger of the Judaizers, striking at 
salvation by grace through faith, How 
many of the glorious verses of this Letter 
can you recall? 


CoLossIANS 


PHESIANS sets forth the Church as the 

Body of Christ with special reference to 
its members, their union with one another 
and with Christ. Colossians sets forth the 
Church as the Body of Christ with special 
emphasis upon Christ as the Head. The 
false teachings of the Gnostics had begun 
among the Colossians, leading to the wor- 
shiping of angels and the denying of the 
deity and lordship of Christ. Paul’s warn- 
ing against this false philosophy is a mag- 
nificent setting forth of the pre-eminence. 
of Christ, in whom dwells all the fullness 
of the Godhead in bodily form (1: 18, 19; 
2:9). He is pre-eminent in the Church, 
in education, in salvation, in the nations, in 
Heaven, in the individual believer. 

There are no less than eight topics that 
run parallel in Ephesians and Colossians: 
Salutation; Prayer; Significance of the 
death, resurrection, exaltation, and fullness 
of Christ; Mystery of the Gospel union 
with Christ of Jew and Gentile; Walking 
in newness of life, contrasted with the 
heathen way of living; Domestic relation- 
ships; Exhortation to prayer; Personal 
greetings and salutations. 


Lesson 6. The Art of Questioning 
By Clarence H. Benson 


R ite = real test of a teacher is the response 
of his. pupils. He must not only in- 
struct, but educate,—lead out his pupils. 
The word “teaching” comes from the 
Anglo-Saxon derivative taecho, meaning 
“to show how to do.” Teaching, then, is 
not only telling—ain fact he may teach 
best who talks least. Teaching of necessity 
is a probing process in which the surgical 
instrument is the question. The response 
of the pupil, like the recovery of the patient, 
will depend upon the skill with which the 
instrument is used. ay, 

“To ask a question,” says Dr. Schmauk, 
“Gs to set the wheels of the scholar’s mind 
working, and to awaken in his mind and 
spirit a personal reaction to truth. To fail 
to ask a question is to fail to bring the les- 
son into the court of reality and establish 
truth in the heart of the scholar.” 

Our Lerd was a master of the art of 
questioning. In the comparatively brief 
record of his instruction we find more than 
one hundred and fifty questions. (A list 
of our Lord’s questions was given in the 
Times of Aug. 4, 1934.) Even in his 
declarative discourses he frequently inter- 
spersed his statements with such rhetorical 
questions as “What think ye?” “How think 
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ye?” We find that he used a question to 
strengthen faith: “Wilt thou be made 
whole?” Again he used a question to cre- 
ate conviction: “Is it lawful to do good 
or evil?” A question was also skillfully 
presented to make personal application: 
“Whom say ye that I am?” 

The great purpose of the question is to 
provoke. thought, and to that end the 
teacher should: 

1. Avoid leading questions. 

Questions that suggest an answer are of 
little value. It is not the direct but the 
cross-examination of the opposing lawyer 
that compels the witness to think. 

2. Avoid questions that can be answered 
by “Ves” or “No.” 

While better than leading questions, the 
element of chance enters here with the 
probability that the pupil’s guess will be 
correct, 

3. State the question before assigning it. 

To assign a question to a pupil before 
stating it, relieves the rest of the class of 
further thought. 

4. Assign questions in irregular order. 

A teacher cannot sustain interest or 
quicken thought of the class when he as- 
signs questions in the order in which the 
pupils are seated, or as their names appear 
on the class roll. 

One of the surest tests of a teacher’s 
work is found in the questions of the pupils. 
The class that is really learning will be 
interested, and the interested class will ask 


questions. The teacher’s question is 
thought-provoking if it creates a question. 
And it is a skillful teacher who can answer 
@ question with a question. Note how 
Christ did this most effectively (Matt. 21: 
23-27). 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 12) 


1. To preach the Gospel to all people, bring 
salvation to the unsaved, and the edification 
of the saints. 


2. No, he cannot. If one is a believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, he has already been 
added to that Church invisible, which is the 
Body of Christ; but we have Christ’s own 
command to be witnesses, and Paul tells us 
not to forsake the assembling ether of the 
saints (Heb. 10:25). The ristian who 
refuses church membership is missing the 
blessing God intended him to have, and is 
falling short in example and service. 


3. The doctrine that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was the Saviour and Messiah of whom the 
Old Testament prophesied. ' 


_ 4. The practice of the four things mentioned 
in Acts 2: 42. 


5. Three times, and in Matthew only 
(Matt. 16:18; 18:17). 


6. Romans 12. 1 Corinthians 12. Ephe- 
sians 4. 


7. Colossians emphasizes Christ as_ the 
Head of the Body, correcting an error in the 
Colossian church which took glory from 
Christ. Ephesians lays special emplasis upon 
the members, and their union with one an- 
other and with Christ. 

8. 1. Supernatural in its origin, established 
by the Son of ‘God. 2. Supernatural in its 
life, indwelt by God the Holy Spirit. 3. Super- 
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natural in its doctrine, the revelation from 


9. " ‘The Church began at Pentecost, when be- 
lievers were baptized into one Body by the 
Holy Spirit. But this Church has a vital 
relation to God’s ins Israel, in the Old 
Testament (cf. He Eph. 2: 12-21). 
All Old Testament a ‘will be caught up 
when the Church is raptured (1 Thess. 4: 16). 

10. Congregational, in which the local 
church is the governing body; this form is 
used by Baptists, Congregationalists, and 
other churches. Presbyterian: government by 
ministers and elders, representatives from 
various churches in a group called the Presby- 
tery. Episcopal: government by bishops, 
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Perisamy's Burnt Offering 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


gg gga was an ordinary little In- 
dian boy, living in a small country 
village, but he was a very naughty boy 
and full of mischief. Every one said he 
would come to no good, and they pitied 
his poor widow mother. 

One day in a fit of temper he flung a 
heavy stick at his little sister Siti. It 
struck her a blow and, because she was 
not looking, she fell against the cook 
stove and burned her foot badly. The 
village doctor came and applied all sorts 
of filthy plasters to the terrible burn, and 
it became poisoned, and the child was quite 
lame. ‘ 

Strolling idly along the road some weeks 
later, Perisamy saw a white woman and 
her Indian companion passing along. A 
sudden thought struck him, and he ran 
ahead, climbing up into an overhanging tree 
which grew a kind of sticky brown burr. 
These he gathered in handfuls to shower 
down on the Miss Sahib’s white frock. 
She, however, had “gimlet eyes,” as they 
say, and soon discovered the mischievous 
boy in spite of his leafy cover. To his 
surprise Perisamy found himself actually 
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coming down at her bidding! He felt 
like a silly little boy, for this Miss Sahib 
had a wonderful way with her, and she 
was used to being obeyed in the big school 
where she ruled by the law of love. 

A sudden idea struck Perisamy, who 
thought all white people were clever doc- 
tors: perhaps she could cure poor little 
Siti’s foot, for the child was crying with 
the pain almost all the day long, and it 
was a nuisance to him. Miss Watson will- 
ingly followed him to the wretched little 
house, and a brief examination was enough. 

“You must take her at once to the hos- 
pital at Kundi, or else she will lose her 
foot.” 

Perisamy’s mother did not want a use- 
less girl whom no one would marry by 
and by, so at last she was persuaded to 
take Siti, leaving the boy to look after 
the nouse. She begged Perisamy to try 
to be better while they were away, though 
she had little hope of him. He, however, 
was really fond of his little sister and 
hoped she would come back able to walk 
again, 

“If she is cured,” he said, “I suppose I 
must make a thank offering to the Foreign 
God, but I hope he won’t want much. I'd 
better ask Devada about it, for he was at 
a mission school and knows all about such 
things,” 

He soon found Devada busy in the fields 
as his father was sick and he had been 
obliged to come home, 

“There is but one thing you can give 
to please the good Jesu-Swami,” he said. 
“Your heart to love and obey him in re- 
turn for all his goodness.” Perisamy 
looked worried at that. 

“If I did so, Devada, it would be too 
inconvenient.” 

“Even so, Perisamy; no more secret 
smoking, nor playing games for pice [cop- 
per coins].” 

Perisamy wriggled his feet, for he had 
often stolen money from his poor, hard- 
working mother and spent it with the bad 
boys in the village. 

Devada said no more, but as he hoed 
weeds out of his father’s field he prayed 
God to root out the things in Perisamy’s 
heart which were already spoiling his life. 

Some weeks later Siti and her mother 
returned, and to Perisamy’s joy she was 
able to walk again pretty well. She was 
a very different Siti, too, full of love and 
forgiveness, for, in the hospital, both she 
and her mother had come to know the 
Lord Jesus. They could talk of nothing 
else, it seemed, and Perisamy felt miser- 
able, for he knew that he had promised 4 
thank offering for Siti’s recovery, and he 
was afraid to offend the Great Foreign 
God! Devada, however, seemed to under- 
stand hew he felt, and very wisely helped 
him, 

It was not long before Perisamy gave 
his heart to God, but his newly found joy 
was soun clouded over. He remembered 
a little secret hoard of matches and ciga- 
rettes hidden away, and he could not rest 
about it. One night he crept out when the 
others were asleep and made a little fire. 
Solemnly he produced a small packet of 
cheap cigarettes, a box of matches, and 
some wooden dice, and set fire to all. It 
was his burnt offering indeed, and, kneel- 
ing by the tiny heap of gray ashes, Peris- 
amy seemed to hear a whisper, “Little 
Brother, well done, weil done.” 


April 27, 1935: 


Next morning he confessed all to his 
mother, and a bright smile swept away all 
the shadows from her thin, worn face. 

“My son, I know that Jesu-Swami will 
keep you true. Soon we shall all be bap- 
tized, and I would like you to be called 
Barnabas, so that you might have a real 
Christian name, and be a ‘son of consola- 
tion’ to me.” And his mother’s joyful hope 
is being wonderfully fulfilled today. 

WortHinc, Sussex, Enc. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 





By John W. Lane, Jr. 








May 19. The Invincible Good Will of Jesus. 
John 13:1; Luke 9: 51-56. 





Sunday, May 12 


The Art of Making a Happy Home 
(Luke 10: 38-42.) (Mother’s Day.) 





Mon.—Unity in the home (Psa. 133: 1). 
Tues—Devotion-to kinsfolk (Ruth 1 : 16, 


17). 
Wed.—Obedience (Eph. 6: 1-3). 
Thurs.—Forgiveness (Eph. 4 : 33). 
Fri—Family Worship (Deut. 16: 11). 
Sat.—Christ in the home (John 11 : 1-44). 











A LITTLE boy was once told by his 
mother that it was God who makes 
people good. He looked up and replied, 
“Yes, I know it is God. But mothers help 
a lot.” 

Shall we not then put down for the 
first requisite for making a happy home, 
a Christian mother? This does not, of 
course, relieve the father of responsibility. 
But it does emphasize the vital impor- 
tance of having a Christian mother. 

And right here it is well that those 
of us who are older, and who will soon 
be thinking about beginning homes of our 
own, should recognize that, only by choos- 
ing a Christian life partner and by select- 
ing the very. one of God’s choice, can the 
home that we make be all that God in- 
tends it should be. The Holy Spirit was 
otily seeking to save us from heartache 
and failure when he wrote, “Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers” 
(2 Cor. 6:14). We have God’s promise 
of wisdom and guidance, and we can blame 
only our own .carelessness or heedlessness, 
if we choose a life partner that will make 
it difficult or impossible for us to build a 
happy home. Let us trust our heavenly 
Father in this important matter, and avoid 
the shipwreck that is filling our divorce 
courts today. . 


But, assuming that we have Christian 
parents, what can we do to make our 
home a happy one, until the time comes for 
us to begin a home of our own? In his 
letter to the Ephesians Paul gives some 
advice that all who would have a happy 
home will do well to heed. He says, “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents. .. . Honour thy 
father and mother. . . . Servants, be obe- 
dient to them that are your masters, ... 
And, ye masters, do the same things unto 
them” (Eph. 6: 1-9). 

It is a characteristic of youth to think 
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that older persons do not understand them, 
and do not know life as it is in the present. 
We forget that although conditions change, 
human nature is the same today as it was 
yesterday. Our parents may not be as well 
‘informed on some matters as are those of 
us who are in school. But they know 
human nature, and they have the immense 
advantage of experience and spiritual wis- 
dom and judgment that youth so much 
needs, 

The home, in God’s plan, is the place 
where youth may have the advantages of 
that experience and wisdom, without the 
costly, and sometimes damaging, results 
of having to go through the bitterness of 
life to obtain it. Let us learn to value 
this judgment and experience and to profit 
by it, recegnizing that until we are of age, 
our parents are God’s representatives: If 
for no other reason than this, our parents 
are entitled to our respect and considera- 
tion and honor. It is this fact that places 
upon Christian young people even a greater 
obligation to obey and honor parents than 
those who do not know the Lord Jesus. 


ve 

If there are servants in our homes, the 
manner in which we treat them will go 
a long way toward making our home happy. 
Paul gives the only true Christian method. 
It is that of recognizing that, in the Lord’s 
: “eyes, all are equal in station and therefore 
entitled to fair treatment and loving con- 
sideration, 

If we are fortunate enough to have no 
paid servants in the home, then each of 
us “has the opportunity of sharing in the 
home duties afid responsibilities, and learn- 
ing the blessing that comes through service 
for others. 

What better way can we observe 
Mother’s Day than to make it the begin- 
ning of an emancipation for Mother that 
shall last the year round, and shall free 
her from certain tasks about the home that 
we have heretofore thoughtlessly permitted 
her to do, or even expected from her as 
our right? 

What better gift could Mother receive 
‘from us on this day than the answer to 
.the .prayers she has been silently offering 
_ for many years, that we might know the 

Lord Jesus or serve him better? 
PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee, 


May 6 to 12 

Mon.—Matthew 16 : 13-20. 
The Foundation of the Church. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The foundation 
of God standeth sure.” Christ is the 
Church’s one foundation.. He abideth for- 
ever. It is he also who buildeth the 
Church, “I will build my church.” Who 
can withstand his will? Who can destroy 
the firm foundation? The ages only served 
to reveal its eternal stability. What God 
doeth he doeth forever. Christ our foun- 
dation, upon which the Church rests, sets 
forth his humility, all-sufficiency, proxim- 
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‘jty, and eternity. The eternal hope of all 


saints is Christ. Jesus our Lord. Pray ‘for 
the Latin American Prayer Fellowship, 857 
Seventh St., San Diego, Cal. 


Tues.—Acts 2: 41-47. The Power of the Church, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The unique power 


‘of the early Church was the resurrection 


power of the Son of God. This super- 
natural energy accounts for the Church’s 
triumph over all the power of the enemy. 
The strength of God’s might in ministry 


‘and service is woefully lacking in the 


Church today. This loss of heavenly 
dynamic constitutes the greatest tragedy of 
the twentieth century. Its recovery should 
be a common burden (Eph. 1: 16, 19-23). 
Pray for the Missionary Prayer League, 
473 Green St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Wed.—Ephesians 1 : 15-23. 
The Head of the Church. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The confession of 
Christ as Lord is essential to salvation. 
His Lordship is held by Christians in the- 
ory, but not generally in practice. Christ’s 


Headship over the Church is with many . 


only a figure-headship. How little is 
Christ our wisdom and counsel. Yet he 
is “head over all things to the church, 
which is his body” (Eph. 1:22, 23). “He 
is the saviour of the body” (5:23). “That 
in all things he might have the preemi- 
nence” (Col. 1:18). Pray for the Native 
Preacher Co., 350 W. Thirty-fifth St., New 
York. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 4 : 1-7. 
The Unity of the Church. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Christian wnity 
should be asserted, exhibited, and main- 
tained. It should be consistent with the 
unity of God, whose we are and whom 
we serve. Whatever tends to disturb peace 
among believers should be scrupulously 
avoided. We may not be able always to 
“fall in” with our brethren; but it is 
never God’s will that we should “fall out” 
with them. The Spirit of God in us seeks 
to promote peace. The oneness of God’s 
people should be preserved in the bond of 
peace. Pray for the North East India 
General Mission, 801 Otis Building, Phila- 
delphia. 


Fri.—Romans 12 : 4-8. The Work of the Church. 

Prayer SuGcEsTIons: There is an al- 
most infinite difference between what the 
Church can do for Christ, and what Christ 
can do through his Church. There seems 
to be too much of just working for God 
instead of letting God do that work which 
he has purposed to do through us. The 
work of the Church is to let Christ work 
in her to “will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure.” She was created unto good works 
which God before ordained that she should 
walk therein. Pray for the New Testa 
ment Missionary Union, 1636 Semple Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Sat.—Mark: 4 : 26-32. The Growth of the Church. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The progress of 
the Church toward completion is like the 
building of a holy temple, and it is like 
the period between seedtime and harvest. 
As harvests come silently, and as Solomon’s 
Temple was erected without sound of ham- 
mer, so the Church comes to consummation 
under the ministry of the Spirit. The cap- 
stone of the temple will be laid with shout- 
ings, crying, “Grace, grace unto it’! The 
ripened harvest will soon be gathered. An- 
gelic reapers will hear the call: “Thrust 


* 303 


in thy ... sickle’! Pray for the Philip- 
pine-Borneo Faith Mission, 170 Ione St., 
Muskegon, Mich. 
Sun.—Ephesians 2 : 11-22. 
The Ideal of the Church. 

PrayYER SuGcestions: God’s ideal for 
the Church is that she shall through the 
Spirit, be his everlasting habitation. She 
is to display his wisdom, and show forth 
his praises. Loved by Christ, purchased 
by his blood, indwelt by the Spirit, sancti- 
fied and cleansed, the object of his grace, 
she is to become glorious and subject to 
him forever. God’s ideal will be ultimately 
fully realized. Pray that through the Spirit 
you may have in yourself a lifelong earnest 
of the holy purpose of God. Pray for the 
Pioneer Mission Agency, 506 Common- 
wealth Building, Philadelphia, 


An Opportunity to Visit Alaska 
WENTY-EIGHT ranges of mountains 





--f and. 1,406 miles of rivers throughout 


the Northwest will be seen by Sunpay 
ScHoot TiMEs readers traveling to Alaska 
in July in company with. readers of other 
religious publications. This will be the 
third annual Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska —a tour plan which provides travel 
escort, pre-arranged sight-seeing, and as- 
sures congenial associates, together with 
various other advantages. 

The westbound trip, crossing as it does 
a scenic region of mountains and rivers, 
will lead among the mining, ranching, and 
lumbering areas. It will. reveal pine for- 
ests, where big wild game such as deer, 
bear, and elk hide away, and foaming moun- 
tain streams, where trout; grayling, and 
steelhead are numerous, 

‘Not only will the land of totems .and 
of northern lights be the destination of 
the extensive journey of nearly 7,000 miles, 
but advantage will be taken of the oppor- 
tunity en route to visit three of the most 
famous national parks. Yellowstone Park, 
with its golden-colored Grand Canyon and 
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scores of steaming geysers, will be visited 
July 10, 14, 12, 

Three days later the travelers will be 
viewing massive Mt.. Rainier, “America’s 
noblest peak,” in Rainier National Park. 

One of the most scenic mountain high- 
ways in America will be traversed on the way 
to and through Rainier. It is a new high- 
way leading from the fruited, irrigated Ya~- 
kima Valley in Washington, up and over the 
Cascade Range, around the mighty moun- 
tain and on to Seattle —a total distance of 
200 miles. Comfortable sight-seeing motor 
coaches of the Rainier Park Company will 
carry the party from Yakima, where they 
will alight from their. Northern Pacific 
train for the park drive. 

Eleven days will be devoted to the 2,000- 
mile Alaska cruise from Seattle. The good 
ship Northwestern has been selected for this 
sailing, leaving Seattle July 16 and return- 
ing there July 27. Quaint cities and settle- 
ments as far north as Skagway. will be 
visited. 

Floating northward day after day along 
the mountain-sheltered waters of the Inside 
Passage, the travelers will see some of the 
highest mountains in North America — 
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right from deck chairs and observation 
room. In smoothness, restfulness, and 
scenery the cruise will differ unbelievably 
from the ordinary ocean crossing. 

On the transcontinental return journey 
from Seattle, Glacier National Park in, 
Montana will be visited by a drive over 
the Logan Pass detour. The night of 
July 30 will be spent in the park at Glacier 
Park hotel. After a motor drive the next 
forenoon among the jagged peaks, canyons, 
forests, streams, lakes, and glaciers which 
give the park its name, luncheon will be 
enjoyed at Going-to-the-sun-Chalet. 

The date of departure from Chicago for 
the tour is July 9. Chicago will be the 
assembling point. All Trmes readers who 
wish to avail themselves of one of the 
greatest possible railroad tours and salt- 
water cruises, in the company of a: con- 
genial, Christian party, should write for 
further information to H. Trumbull How- 
ard, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 





[ With the New Books | 


- 

Prayer Warfare or Testings, Unfold- 
ings, and Victories in the Life of Prayer. 
Compiled from the writings of eminent 
authors and edited by A. Sims. (A. Sims, 
5 Simpson Ave., Toronto, Ont., Can., 25 
cents.) The key thought of this collection 
of writings is, “Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.” Our great -spiritual 
foe is the Devil with his hosts, and our 
battle ground is in “the: heavenlies.” We 
must contend against spiritual -wickedness, 
against the subtle work of the Devil him- 
self. We need to realize that not all the 
sufferings, distresses, struggles, and trials 
that come to a Christian are God’s chas- 
tening, — many of them are the oppression 
and persecution of the Evil One, who de- 
lights se to afflict the faithful. Only by a 
warfare of prayer, recognizing the wiles 
of the Devil, and claiming the victory won 
by Christ over Satan on Calvary, can this 
arch enemy of God and man be put to 
rout. Such is the message of this enlight- 
ening booklet. 


The New Home. By Captain Reginald 
Wailis, (Loizeaux Bros., Bible Truth De- 
pot, 19 West Twenty-first St. New York, 
60 cents.) A little girl, named Edith, re- 
turned home from a Sunday service with 
the delighted cry, “Oh, Mamma, the min- 
ister had me in his sermon today!” “How 
so?” inquired the astonished mother, “Why, 
he said, ‘This Man receiveth sinners and 
“edith” with them’!” Such lovely illus- 
trations as these lead the reader of this 
little volume to understand the necessity of 
coming as a sinner to Christ, of receiving 
him also as victorious Lord, and of await- 
ing his imminent return. The author has 
simplicity of style, and brings forth from 
the Book of God treasures new and old, — 
the latter often wearing very new and allur- 
ing clothes, The heavenly Home is pic- 
tured in a manner to awaken the most 
joyful anticipations along the road thither, 
and one chapter addresses a strong, tender 
appeal to him who has: grown cold and 
turnel aside from this Way. Still other 
personal applications are particularly good. 
In Chapter 2, in relation to the blood-ap- 
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pointment kept. by God at. the midnight 
hour, the question is: asked, “Has he also 
kept this appointment with you?”.In the 
last sermon, the need for Christian warfare 
is indelibly impressed on the mind by a 
telling account of the Irishman, who in- 
terfered in a street fight with a “Pardon, 
soir, moight this be a family affair, or can 
just anybody join in?” Page-by-page refer- 
ences increase the book’s value for Bible 
study. 
4 


A Mid-Western 
Fundamentals Convention 
HE Sixth Annual ‘Convention of the 


Independent Fundamental Churches of : 


America will be held in the Cicero Bible 
Church, Cicero, Ill, May 20-24. Each day 
there will be a prayer period, a clinic for 
problems in local and wider fields,-and a 
“surprise” session. Missionaries and well- 
known Bible teachers will be among the 
speakers, and the song. services will be 
aided by the Cicero Church choir and or- 
chestra. There will be a morning “broad- 
cast ftom the Convention building each day 
over station WHFC. 

Those desiring entertainment -should 
write as ‘soon as possible to the office sec- 
retary, Donald W. Wood, 2230 S. Fifty- 
second Ave., Cicero, Ill. 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 
$1.75—Five or more copiés, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 
INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs, 
CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add S® cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage, 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sucday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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